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FOREWORD

The work described in this report was carried out at Hughes
Research Laboratories, primarily during 1978, but finally completed
in 1980. During this period, personnel of both NASA's Lewis Research
Center and Hughes Research Laboratories were replaced as a consequence
of reorganizations. Initially, the program was conducted by the Ion
Physics Department and was managed by Dr. R.L. Poeschel, assisted by
Mr, S. Kami. In May of 1978, the fabrication of thruster hardware,
and the work remaining on this program, was transferred to the High
Voltage Technology Department. Mr. D.E. Schnelker then served as pro-
gram manager until leaving HRL. Dr. C.R. Dulgeroff assumed the role

of program manager to complete the work.
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SUMMARY

The major objectives of this program were to modify the design of
the 900-series 30-cm thruster to correct deficiencies that had been
discovered in recent life tests and to verify the modified thruster
design. Initially, the deficiencies in design were reviewed by Hughes
personnel and modifications were formulated to correct those deficien-
cies (based primarily on results and recommendations determined under
other NASA projects). A design review was conducted, and the design
modifications were submitted to NASA for approval. Twenty design
changes were approved for incorporation into the 900-series design to
form the J-series, and 16 of these were approved for retrofit. Thruster
SN 901 was modified accordingly to become thruster SN Jl, and tests
were performed in accordance with a standardized acceptance test format
(formulated under this program). Unanticipated difficulties were
encountered during this test, and the thruster was delivered to NASA's
Lewis Research Center without the planned extended "characterization"
of thruster performance over a wide range of operating parameters having
been completed. It was later discovered that the modifications to the
ion optics design had produced a thermally driven dimensional insta-
bility of the electrode mounting structure. Further design modifica-
tion was necessary, and work under this program was suspended until
a "representative" J-series thruster could be supplied. Several other
component failures (heaters and vaporizers) delayed completion of the
retrefit of the remaining 900-series thrusters (under NASA contract
NASA 3-21357) and the subsequent completion of the characterization
tests under this program (using thruster SN J3). Through the work
performed on this program and other NASA technology developments, the
30-cm J-series mercury ion thruster now meets the design goals of
130-mN thrust at 3000-sec specific impulse and 2.68-kW maximum power
input with a projected lifetime of 15,000 hr (at full power).
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SECTION 1

INTRODUCTION

At the outset of this program, development of the 900-series
mercury ion thruster was considered to be essentially complete since
the thruster had demonstrated the performance goals, and the only
major deficiency was the projected wearout lifetime. On the basis of
endurance test results, the projected lifetime of the screen grid
electrode (ion optics assembly) of the 900-series thruster was only
10,000 hr, far less than the 15,000-hr design goal. The major objective
of this program was to re-examine all features of the thruster's design
with respect to endurance test results and any other evidence of fail-
ures or poteniial failures reported in the technology programs con-
ducted by NASA's Lewis Research Center (either in-house or by con-
tract). A set of design modifications was formulated and presented for
NASA review and apnroval. Some of these modifications were proposed
as corrections to specific failures (already observed), and others were
offered as preventative measures against potential failures or fabrica-
tion difficulties. Of the 22 design modifications proposed, 20 were
approved for incorporation into the 900-series design to form the
J series, and 16 were approved for retrofit into the government-
furnished 900-series thruster (SN 901). The thruster was modified and
a "standardized" acceptance test was formulated and performed to verify
that the J-series thruster design provided the required performance
characteristics, The retrofit modification of the thruster was not
as straightforward as anticipated, and difficulties were encountered
in applying the formalized set of preconceived test procedures on a
new thruster. Consequently, the initial retrofit thruster, SNJ1, was
delivered to NASA's Lewis Research Center where extensive testing was
performed. Ultimately, additional design modifications were identified
and incorporated in retrofitting the remaining six 900-series thrusters
under NASA contract NAS 3-21357, The acceptance test precedures were
also revised several times. After it was apparent that all of the

essential design features had been verified and the test procedures had
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been validated, thruster SNJ3 was furnished to this program for
conducting an extended "characterization" of thruster performance over
a wide range of operating parameters. In retrospect, this charac-
terization was premature since subsequently it was discovered that the
time required to establish equilibrium conditions (for propellant
measurement) is longer than had been allotted under the characteriza-
tion test plan, Consequently, the data obtained can only be used for
examining major trends, not fine details.

The work described above is discussed in detail in the following
sections; however, the work performed under this program represents
only the first step of the work that was eventually required to obtain
the J-series thruster design and fabrication documentation. The major
portion of the work had to be completed under NASA contract NAS 3-21357.
Consequently, a complete description of the J-series design, in {its
final form, has not been attempted here, This report is intended as
an accounting of the portion of the work performed under this program,
and the final report for contract NAS 3-21357 should be referred to

for a complete description of the current J-series thruster design.
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SECTION 2

DOCUMENTATION REVIEW AND RECOMMENDED DESIGN MODIFICATIONS

The initial phase of this program was devoted to reviewing the
design documentation for manufacturing 30-cm ion thrusters and to iden-
tifying thruster modifications considered necessary to eliminate poten-
tial failures. The review served to incorporate corrective measures
that were approved and carried out under other programs. This amounted
to revising or deleting existing drawings and procedures to reflect
changes already being followed in fabrication and assembly., The identi-
fication of proposed modifications resulted from endurance tests, struc-
tural tests, and performance characterization tests.

There were 22 modifications recommended; of these, 20 were accepted
by the NASA project manager. These 20 are discussed below, with the

major modifications discussed first.
Screen Grid

Based on the erosion rate of the screen grid during a 4000-hr endur-
ance test, the projected lifetime of the screen grid was estimated to
be less than 10,000 hr. Since the design goal for the thruster life-
time is 15,000 hr, corrective action was imperative. The action taken
was to alter the accelerator grid design. Lewis Research Center (LeRC)
and Hughes Research Laboratories (HRL) technology programs showed that
a low transmission (less than 302) accelerator grid permits discharge
chamber voltage to be lowered without a loss in thruster efficiency.

A lower discharge voltage reduces the fraction of doubly charged iomns
that are produced in the chamber; the lower energy and fewer doubly
charged ions combine to reduce screen grid wear. The recommended
change was to decrease the diameter of the apertures in the accelerator
grid from 0.152 cm (0.060 in.) to 0.114 cm (0.045 in.). The modifi-~
cation to the accelerator support necessitated by this change is dis-

cussed later on,
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Insulation of Wire near Cathode Polepiece

Teflon/Kapton insulated leads connected to the cathode heater,
magnetic baffle coil, and cathode keeper passed through the region
around the cathode polepiece. Operating temperatures of V300°C caused
the insulation to loosen; this could permit a short between the leads
and surfaces at different potentials., This did in fact happen to the
cathode keeper lead during the endurance test after 4000 hr of opera-
tion. To preclude this from happening, a change in the insulation in
the hot region was proposed. Ceramic beads were suggested as replace-

ments as shown in Figure 1. In the cooler regions, no change in insula-

tion was proposed.

9181- 1
ALUMINA BEADS
— ALUMINA
I TUBING
) TEFLONCOVERED
- K ) /KAPTON INSULATION
f B
\ ™ Jp= CATHODE HEATER
b= <=— MAGNETIC BAFFLE
colL
p> ~=— CATHODE KEEPER
= s P> ~=— MAGNETIC BAFFLE

- ] COiL
AN

Figure 1. Modification in wiring to eliminate Teflon/
Kapton fasulation in proximity to the cath-
ode polepiece,
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Cathode Polepiece Wire Mesh Covering

Wire mesh is used to cover surfaces where sputter deposition is
anticipated. The mesh inhibits spalling by providing an irregular
curved surface for the deposition. In spite of this, large flakes
were observed in the interior of the cathode polepiece during an exami-
nation following 4000 hr of testing. Tests at LeRC showed that a
better choice for mesh size would be a 0.018~cm (0,007-in.) spacing
between 0,009-cm (0.0035-in.) diameter wire. This wire size and

spacing were proposed as a replacement for the original mesn.

Gimbal Bracket Insulators

Two gimbal pads are vused to support the thruster. These pads are
diametrically opposite on the outer cylinderical surface of the
thruster. The gimbal pads were supported by ceramic insulators. But
during a vibration test some of these insulators fractured. For this
reason, a modification was suggested to replace them with iisulators
made of Vespel. The Vespel insulator design included threaded steel
inserts. The temperature limit of 300° for Vespel was acceptable since
the insulator temperature is net expected to excred 200°C.

Lesser modifications provosed and accepted are discussed next.
Anode

Stainless-stecl wire mesh was attached to the inner surface of
the anode in several places; its purpose was to minimize the forma-
tion of flakes., Unfortunatcly, the method of attachment permicted
the mesh to 1lift away from the anode surface. The proposed modifica-

tion was to use anode material that had the mesh bonded to 1it.

Baffle Support and Magnetic Coil

The enc¢ of the tubular baffle support has openings that permit
electrons to pass from the cathode past the baffle into the discharge
chamber. The material next to these cpenings is covered with tantalum
foil. This foil interfered with the magnetic coil when it was
installe! on the support tube. The proposed design increased the

magnetic coil diameter and the diameter of the part of the baffle
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support used to mount the coil. The dimensions of the openings in the

end of the baffle support remained the same.

Cathode Inserts

Tantalum wires were used to attach the porous tungsten inserts to
the cathode tube, These wires frequently became brittle and broke dur-
ing assembly. Rhenium wire was suggested as a replacement to decrease

the chance of failure.

Neutralizer Erosion Shields

Uxamination after the 4000-~hr test revealed erosion in the neutral-
izer assembly. An extension of the neutralizer erosion shield was sug-

gested tc protect this area.

Wiring Harmess

An increase of the harness wire length (to 3.65 m) was proposed to
accommodate the interface requirements for thruster testing. A Hughes

specification for lead wire was also proposed for wire purchases.

Anode Insulator

Since Lucalox is no longer available, HRL proposed that the ancde

support insulator be changed to alumina (AL 300).

Vaporizer

Several variations in vaporizer bchavior were observed. To obtain
more uniform vaporizer materiasl, a new specification was proposed.
Detailed fabrication instrurtions were 1lso suggested to be incorpor-

ated into the design package.

Neutralizer Fasteners

Neutralizer fasteners were lccated in places that were close to
insulated wire leads. Using torqueing tools on these fasteners some-
times caused damage to the insulation. This damage was difficult to
prevent and detect. The relocation of these fasteners was proposed to

avoid the prcblem.
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Wire Harness Clamp

The Mycroy harness clamp broke several times during assembly. The
design change proposed that the material be changed to machinable

ceramic.

Insulator Shield

Cup shields are used to protect insulators from material deposits,
Misalignment of the shields could easily occur, creating a short. A

self-centering design for the shields was proposed.
Gimbal Pad

Tolerance b iildup could create an extremely small clearance between
the gimbal pad (at sparecreaft potential) and the accelerator grid
mounting (at screen potential). This required a custom fit to avoid
arcing. A change in the pad dimension was suggested to eliminate this

special handling during assembly.

Backplate Structural Brace <

The backplate was fitted to the backplate structural brace with
shims. This procedure was time consuming and inaccurate. The design
proposed incorporated spacers on the brace, and these spacers were cus~

tom machined for a good fit.
[}

Cathode Isolator Heater

Identical main and cathode isolator heaters were fabrfcated, but
the heater used on the cathode isolator had to be partially uncoiled

when assembled., This bending of an active part of the heater was

undesirable. A request was made to change the final design configuration

of the cathode isolator heater coils,

Ground Screen
Once a thruster was mounted by attaching to the gimbal pads, jtiifii,—'/)
to the wiring terminals or iuspection of some thruster component3

required that the thruster be removed if:om ihe mount and the neutralizer
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assembly detached from the ground screen. The proposed design altered
the ground screen so that it could be removed without disturbing the

neutralizer or the mount.

Propellant Manifold

Performance testing requires individual wonitoring of mercury flow
to the three vaporizers. This meant that propellant line connectors
had to be made within the ground screen and were subjected to undesir-
able flexing. A proposed manifold at the rear of the thruster for
feed lines to the three vaporizers could be used for either single

or multiple mercury lines.

Coaxial Heater Terminal

Coaxial heaters are used .a the vaporizers and c:thodes. The
terminals were complex, fragile, and difficult to favricate. It was
proposed to use the simpler terminal used on the 8-cm thruster.

This completes the discussion of the modifications accerted by
the NASA project manager. Two additional modifications were proposed
and rejected. They dealt with the backplate wire mesh specification
and the isolator heaters. It was determined at the design review
that there was not a good justification for the pruposed changes and
they were dropped.

Only 15 of the design modifications listed and described cbove
were made on thruster SN 901. Those modifications incorporated were

those affecting the following components or subassemblies:
(1) 1Ion optics electrodes (accelerator aperture diameter)
(2) Cathode polepiece subassembly (wire mesh coverings)
(3) Anode (bonded wire mesh)
(4) Gimbal pad mounting insulators (Vespel)
(5) Porous tungsten cathode inserts (lead attachment)
(6) Neutralizer erosion shields (change in area)

(7) Wiring harness (wire size and lengths)

18



(8) Anode insulators (alumina)
(9) Neutralizer housing subassembly (dimensions)
(10) Wire harness clamp (material)
(11) Insulator shields (self-centering)
(12) Ion optics assembly mounting ring (fastener recess)
(13) Backplate structural brace (custom spacers)
(14) Outer ground screen (improve fit)
(15) Propellant line manifold (test interface),

Most of these modifications were straightforward with the only diffi-
culties encountered typically from having to disassemble the thruster
parts to a greater degree than has been common practice (for example,
to replace insulator shields vhere the fastening hardware was safety
wired and partially enclosed by welded structures). In :teveral such
cases, special tools and/or procedures had to be devised to perform
the retrofit. Consequently, the retrofit modifications that had been
estimated as requiring six weeks to perform eventually required four
months (paced to some extent by the delivery of materials).

Although it was relatively straightforward to revise the drawings
and documents to account for the changes listed above, a careful review
of the drawings and inspection and process documents (IPD) revealed
that considerably more work than had been budgeted was required to make
the package accurate and self-consistent. Consequently, the document
package (drawings and IPDs) was only revised to correct major discrepan-—
cies and changes instituted under this program and recommendations were
made for further corrections and refinements. Subsequent drawing revi-
sions and design changes were performed under contract NAS 3-21357 that

further modified Items 1, 2, 3, 10, 12, and 14 listed above.
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SECTION 3

ACCEPTANCE TEST OF THRUSTER SNJ1

Under this program, several key procedural documents (identified
by the numbers IPD-PR-138 through TPD-PR-143) were written related to
preparing and testing 30-cm thrusters. These documents are as
follows:

° IPD-PR-138, 30-com Thruster Acceptance Procedure,

provides detailed instructions for taking and reduc-
ing data.

° IPD-PR-139, Thruster Test Facility, specifies the
vacuum facility and thruster interface requirements,

° 1¥D-PR-140, Power Processor, specifies the power supply
requirements and characteristics needed for thruster
testing.

° IPD-PR-141, Instrumentation and Calibration, describes
the test equipment and methods used for calibration.

™ IPD-PR-142, Preliminary Thruster Preparation, describes
the measurements and procedures required in installing
a thruster in a test facility.

° IPD-PR-143, Data Formats for Thruster Testing, contains
the data formats for recording the data in acceptance
and performance evaluation tests.

The documents above (in their first version) were used for the

testing of thruster SN Jl. Some of the documents have been revised;

however, the first acceptance test of J1 contained the 1ollowing major

elements:
. Initial cathode conditioning
° Thruster start-up by a prescribed algorithm
) Determination of the minimum baffle current for stable
operation
. Measurement of neutralizer-keeper-voltage vaporizer-

temperature characteristics

21
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™ Determination of the minimum emission current for
selected operating points

. Measurement of thruster efficiencies for 10 operating
points

°® Documentation of oscillation thruster parameter

° Documentation of thruster high voltage overload

recvcle characteristics

. Documentation of the ion optics system for selected
operating points.

These test elements were initially described by NASA and furnished
to the Hughes program manager. They were then written in the format
of Hughes 1PDs in the form reproduced in Appendix A of this report. Ome
goal in formulating a standardized acceptance tecst under this program
was to define test procedures that could be performed at any facility
where ion thrusters can be tested, and by personnel having only limited
ion propulsion background. Consequently, the form of the IPD included
in Appendix A is more tutorial than could be accommodated while attempt-
ing to carry osut the steps of the test sequence. Several revisions
have resulted as a consequence, and the test is now relatively straight-
forward to perform, but does require an automated power processor and
an experienced operator of ion thrusters.

Adhering to these initial procedures during the initial startup
of thruster SN J1 led to several difficulties. The first four attempts
were unsuccessful in establishing a beam as a result of: (1) wiring
error, (2) insufficient cathode vaporizer power, or (3) recycle logic.
After these problems were eliminated, an unstable beam was obtained
with much arcing. Eventually, the recycle logic problem recurred and
the test was terminated. The sixth start was unsuccessful: the arcing
diminished and the testing begain. All the major elements of the
acceptance test were completed for thruster J1 and the test results

submitted in the Acceptance Test Document.
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The operating and performance data for the acceptance test are
summarized in Table 1. (The symbols are defined and explained in
Appendix A, pages 11 through 14 of IPD-PR-138.) The total power for
the principal throttling points (1, 4, 6, 7, and 9) of Table 1 is
plotted versus efficiency in Figure 2 for comparison with data for the
900-gseries EMT. The efficiency of the retrofit thruster as measured
under this program is slightly better than for a typical 900-series
thruster operated at 36-V discharge voltage. Hence, the combined modi-
fications to thruster design and thruster operation (i.e., the small hole
accelerator grid and a lower (32 V) discharge voltage) should increase
the thruster wearout lifetime with equal or better efficiency than the
900-series thruster (which will be verified by endurance testing under
other programs). Table 2 lists the typical operating parameters for

thruster SN J1 for the principal throttling points.

10481-2
100 I |
" ACCEPTANCE TEST OF SN J1 (32 V DISCHARGE VOLTAGE)
s 80 —_
: —F
g
w
g 60| -
i
[
w
x
7
2 40 — -
E DATA FROM TABLE 3 OF “PERFORMANCE DOCUMENTATION
- OF THE ENGINEERING MODEL 30 cm DIAMETER THRUSTER,”
) R T BECHTEL AND V K RAWLIN, AIAA PAPER NO. 76-1033,
s 20 | KEY BISCAYNE, FLA (36 V DISCHARGE VOLTAGE) -
-
0 | |
0 1 2 3

POWER INPUT, Py , kW

Figure 2. Comparison of performance data for the retrofit thruster,
SN J1l, anda typical 900-series EMT,
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Table 1.

Acceptance Test Summary for Thruster SNJ1

10481 -1
THRUSTER TEST POINT
PROPERTY [ 2 3 a 5 6 7 8 9 | 1w
Jp A 2,022 |2.006 | 1909 | 1598 | 1.286 | 1296 | 1.013 | 0.750 | 0.750 | 0.750
Vp V 1100.0 [1100.0 [1100.8 | 840.0 [1100.7 | 8205 | 689.8 |1103.0 | 600.0 | 601.2
Vo Vv 321 | 310 | 3220 | 321 | 320 | 320 | 320 | 320 | R0 | 1O
Jg. A 120 {120 | 114 [ 100 ]| 85 | 85 | 70 | 6.75 | 5756 | 5.75
Iver A 22 [ 22 {22 {22 |25 |25 |25 | 27 | 27 | 27
V-V | 146 | 145 | 146 | 148 | 1468 | 146 | 155 | 165 | 1565 | 155
P.W 2677.6 | 2648.2 | 2635.1 | 1889.5 | 1763.7 | 1406.3 | 1015.2 | 1079.0 | 852.0 | 842.0
Me 0.830 |0.833 | 0.835 | 0.796 | 0.808 | 0.755 | 0.698 | 0.767 | 0.705 | 0.713
typy- A | 1997 | 2.073 | 2017 | 1578 | 1264 | 1292 | 1006 | 0.649 | 0.710 | 0683
ey A' ] 0.120 | 0.124 | 0.097 | 0.116 | 0.127 | 0.124 | 0.117 | 0.177 | 0.168 | 0.178
- A® 10032 |0.031 | 0.045 | 0.026 | 0.056 | 0.037 | 0.031 | 0.056 | 0.043 | 0.049
th,, A% 2149 {2228 | 2.159 | 1.720 | 1.447 | 1.453 | 1.154 | 0.882 | 0.921 | 0.920
o % 913 |1 878 | 90.7 | 906 | 897 | 883 | 88> | 89.1 | 842 | 84.9
N, (UNC) | 0940 | 0900 | 0.926 | 0.927 | 0.895 | 0.891 | 0.859 | 0.850 | 0.814 | 0.815
Fr 0.9765 |0.9776 | 0.9775 | 0.9776 | 0.9773 | 0.9759 | 0.9833 | 0.9839 | 0.9829 | 0.9784
Y 0.9512 | 0.9565 | 0.9543 | 6.9546 | 0.9563 | 0.9560 | 0.98710.9732 | 0.9748 | 0.9705
Mr.% 706 | 686 | 704 | 674 | 661 | 615 | 564 | 618 | 546 | 54.8
Isp-sec | 2968 | 2858 | 2833 | 2715 | 2842 | 2442 | 2245 | 2760 | 1946 | 1941
£, mN 1300 | 1200 [ 1290 | 954 | 838 | 723 | 539 | 494 | 365 | 363
J A - - - - -
Emin 10.6 8.2 65 | 50 3.76

8 EQUIVALENT AMPERLES NEUTRAL FLOW
ALL POINTS HAVE V 5 = -300, Jy ¢ = 1.8 A ek =10A
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Table 2. Typical Operating Purameters for the Principal

Throttling Points Plotted in Figure 2

10481-3
TEST POINT
THRUSTER PROPERTY uNIT
1 4 6 7 9

BEAM VOLTAGE (V, ) v 1100 | 940 820 700 600
BEAM CURRENT (J,) 20 1.6 1.3 1.0 0.75
ACCEL VOLTAGE (Vpccgy! v 300 300 300 300 300
ACCEL CURRENT (Jpccel! mA 4. 30 24 20 14
DISCHARGE VOLTAGE (V) \ 32 32 32 2 32
EMISSION CURRENT (Jg) A 12 10 8.5 720 5.75
CATH KEEPER VOLTAGE (V) v 45 5.0 5.4 5.9 .9
CATH KEEPER CURRENT (Joy) 10 10 1.0 10 1.0
MAG BAFFLE VOLTAGE (Vyg) v 05 05 0.5 05 05
MAG BAFFLE CURRENT {Jya) A 22 22 25 25 2.7
MAIN VAPORIZER VOLTAGE (Vp ) v (rms) | 6.2 6.2 6.0 6.2 €9
MAIN VAPORIZER CURRENT Uy ) | A grms) | 11 10 0.9 10 0.9
CATH VAPORIZER VCLTAGE (Voy) | v (rms) | 53 6.0 6.4 6.8 74
CATH VAPORIZER CURRENT Uoy) | A (rms) | 1.0 1.3 1.4 14 1.6
NEUT VAPORIZER VOLTAGE (V) | v (rms) | 4.7 5.0 5.2 5.6 5.7
NEUT VAPORIZER CURRENT (JNV,‘ A {rms) 05 0.9 0.9 09 1.0
NEUT KEEPER VOLTAGE (V) v 146 14.6 146 15.5 15.5
NEUT KEEPER CURRENT (Jy ) 1.8 1.8 1.8 1.8 1.8
NEUT COUPLING VOLTAGE (V) \Y 10.7 10.7 10.7 10.4 10.6
NEUT COUPLING CURRENT (Jg) A 0 0 0 0 0
MAIN VAPORIZER TEMP (Ty,\ /i o¢ 337 329 319 308 292
CATH VAPORIZER TEMP (T/) oc 352 352 353 349 364
NEUT VAPORIZER TEMP (T} o¢ 303 309 3 306 31t




We found that some of the details of the acceptance test procedure
were not adequate to ensure that the tests could be performed without
difficulty. The major difficulties experienced were procedural in
nature and are listed below:

. The value of magnetic baffle current to provide stable

operation at the initial high voltage application is

2.7 A; the valus of 1.5 A that was specified originally
was observed to be very unstable.

. Specifications for neutralizer keeper voltage and cur-
rent were not adequate to prevent the neutralizer keeper
discharge from being extinguished under recycle condi-
tions or other marginally stable thruster operating
conditions.
It was also believed that the time (8 min) between discharge ignition
and application of the beam voltage for operation in the Hughes
chamber was too short; however, subsequent tests have not shown this
to be the case.
At the conclusion of the test, the Hughes and NASA project managers
agreed to delay the characterization tests until one or two of the

J-series retrofit thrusters had been tested.



SECTION 4

EVOLUTION OF THE J-SERIES THRUSTER DESIGN

After the anomalies observed in testing thruster SN J1, and similar
difficultes observed in the performance evaluation of several more of
the retrofit ion optics assemblies prepared under contract NAS 3-21357
for the remaining six thrusters, an intensive investigation of the ion
optics mounting structure was undertaken., This work was divided
among two NASA contracts and internal studies at NASA LeRC. Under
contract NAS 3-21040, a three-dimensional finite element analysis was
performed to model the ion optics mount and electrode deformation under
thermally induced stress. These computations supported those performed
at LeRC (two-dimensional) and showed that the stiff grid mount caused
distortion of the screen grid electrode that could either increase or
decrease the interelectrode spacing, depending on the point of buckling
and the temperature distribution. Temperature measurements were per-
formed under contract NAS 3-21357 to provide input data for the analytic
models, and a revised grid mounting structure was designed and verified
analytically, The revised mounting, shown in Figure 3, relies on
stiffening rings made of molybdenum to support the molybdenum grids
without inducing stresses that arise from differential expansion. The
titanium mounting is still a very "stiff" member with respect to axial
displacement or torsion but is relatively "soft" (flexible) with
respect to radial forces. Consequently, the spacing between the grid-
stiffening rings can be maintained without introducing bending moments
or radial stresses from the mount. The success of this assembly
enabled retrofit and testing to proceed; however, only limited success
was achieved in reworking the grid sets distorted from operation with
the mountings of the previous design. On some assemblies, several
iterations of stress relieving fixtures and procedures had to be made

to achieve the desired results.
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The replacement of isolator-vaporizer (1-V) assemblies was not
considered an item for retrofit under this program. However, testing
of the existiug I-V assemblies under contract NAS 3-21357 disclosed
marginal performance of several assemblies., Consequently, a complete
redesign of all I-V assemblies and revision of fabrication procedures
was undertaken.under NAS 3-21357,

Several cathode heaters falled during cathode conditioning; these
failures were traced to the use of poor-quality tantalum by the heater
vendor. Heater specifications were revised and made more restrictive,
with the result that the vendor was unable to fabricate satisfactory
heaters for a period of more than a year (severely delaying the retro-
fit program).

Having overcome these obstacles, retrofit modification of several
thrusters was completed; acceptance tests were performed on these
thrusters. By April 1980, the design and test specifications were con-
sidered to be stabilized, and thruster SN J3 was transferred to this pro-
gram as a ''representative" thruster for “characterization" testing over
an extended range of operating parameters. Although this thruster
should be representative of performance capabilities, the I-V assemblies
are not of the J-series design (as described in the final documenta-
tion package). The test results for this thruster are described in

Section 5.
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SECTION 5

CHARACTERIZATION TESTING OF THRUSTER SNJ3

After acceptance testing of thruster SNJ3 under contract
NAS 3-21357, the thruster was transferred to chis program for testing
over an extended range of operating parameters. As discussed abuve,
the acceptance test provides data fo: defining some of the thruster
control settings as functions of beam current. Consequently, the
acceptance test results will be discussed here briefly before present-
ing the characterization test data.

The performance data for the acceptance test of thruster SNJ3
are summarized in Table 3., The format of this table is different from
that of Table 1, which summarizes the acceptance test data for thruster
SNJ1. This difference is a consequence of the changes to the accept-
ance testing and reporting procedures that have evolved since the pro-
cedures listed in Appendix A were formulated. Two of the test procedures
that are required for defining the control set-points for operating the
thruster over its range of capability are the measurement of the magnetic-
baffle-current/cathode-keeper-voltage characteristic and the neutralizer-
keeper-voltage/neutralizer-vaporizer-temperature characteristic (as
functions of ion beam current). From these characteristics, the so-
called "standard" i1eference values for the magnetic baffle current
and the neutralizer keeper voltage were defined; these are plotted as
functions of ion beam current in Figures 4 and 5.

To measure propellant flow requires a relatively long period;
the acceptance test data were used to define a "calibration" of propel-
lant flow rate as a function of vaporizer temperature. The relation-
ships shown in Figures 6 through 8 were used to determine the propel-
lant flows for the characterization test, This permitted collecting
a relatively large number of data without logging an excessive amount
of time on the thruster (which results in the deposition of back-

sputtered collector material on the thruster).
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Table 3,

Acceptance Test Data/Performance Summary for

Thruster SNJ3

10481 -4
TEST POINT
1 2 3 4 6 6 7 8 9 10
Vy v {101 ] 1100 | 1100 | 040 {1099 | 817 | 698 | 1coo | 697 | 596
b A ] 2007 | 2002 | 2.003 | 1.600 | 1.300 { 1.297 | 0997 | 0.761 | 0.750 | 0.760
Vo v | 3220 310 320 { 320 | 320 ] 320 | 320 | 320 | 320 | 30
21 % A | 1840 {140 | 134 [ 116 | 98 | 98 | 80 | 649 | 649 | 649
E 3 A 1220|120 | ne {100 ] 85 | 850 | 70 | 674 | 5.74 | 6.73
2 Juwg A 20 | 20 ) 20| 26 | 270 | 270 | 290 | 300 | 3.00 | 3.00
ST Vex |v [430 | 422 ] 430 | 480 | 631 | 634 | 699 | 672 | 676 | 688
g dek A | 0957 | 0957 | 0.968 | 0.967 | 0967 | 0.967 | 0.954 | 0.956 | 0.967 | 0.953 |
& [ Vaccer |v | -3¢0 | -3¢0 | -3¢0 | -338 | -301 [ -334 | 331 [ -a30 [ -328 | -3z
§ daccer [mA ] at1a | a1 | 390 | 396 [ 193 | 227 | 178 | 110 | 125 | 182
VK v |16.08 |14.70 [ 1472 [ 1499 | 1534 | 15.28 | 16,71 | 16.73 | 15.72 | 16.80
Ink 180 L 200 210 | 180 [ 181 | 181 |18 [ 18 | 181 | 10
Vg v ] 1055 | 1081 | 1061 | 1084 | 1096 | 11.00 | 1114 | 11.50 | 1090 | 11.18
Ty oc | 314 | 303 ] 311 | 300 | 207 | 208 | 287 | 278 | 275 | 274
Tev oc | 326 | 330 | 320 | 336 | 340 | 338 | 338 | 344 | 344 | 387
Tnv oc | 208 | 306 | 304 | 304 | 306 | 306 | 300 [ 316 | 311 | 38
oy eqA| 1971 } 2,016 | 2002 [ 1,593 | 1.287 | 1294 | 1.006 | 0.754 | 0.756 | 0.716
2| ey eaa| 0073 | 0.078 | 0.085 | 0.084 | 0.097 | 0.090 | 0.086 | 0.103 | 0.103 | 0.104
§ thyy  |eaA] 0026 | 0.027 | 0.030 | 0.024 | 0,029 | 0.030 | 0.034 | 0.038 | 0.036 | 0.038
dhy eqAj] 2070 | 2121 [ 2,097 | 1.706 | 1.413 | 1.414 | 1135 | 0.898 | 0.894 | 0.808
"moNC) % | 982 | 956 | 069 | 954 | 939 | 037 | 906 | 876 | 874 | 872
TmD % | 926 | 911 (918 [ 913 | 015 | 903 | 881 | 882 | 859 | 856
TlUNCI [« | 970 | 944 [ 065 | 938 | 820 | 91.7 | 878 | 838 | 839 | 835
Py w | 2210 | 2202 | 2203 | 1504 | 1420 | 1080 | 698 | 825 | 448 | 447
§ Py w | 835 {1142 841 | 970 | 113 | 108 | 120 | 135 | 132 | 154
el % w | 2661 | 2648 | 2638 [ 1887 | 1763 | 1394 | 680 | 1089 | 691 | 687
Ne % 1831|832 035 | 707 (8.1 760|710 [ 772 | 648 | 651
a 0.9667 | 0.9721] 0.9680 | 0.9747 (0.9785 | 0.9785 | 0.9838 | 0.9908 | 0.9898 | 0.9893
Fr 0.9860 | 0.9877 | 0.9874 | 0.9874 (0.9877 | 0.9857 | 0.9841 | 0.9851 | 0.9816 | 0.9867
§ K2 0.9522 | 0.9601 | 0.9567 | 0.8624 | 0.9665 | 0.9646 | 0.9682 | 0.9761 | 0.9716 | 0.9761
*I s 0.8416 {0.9625 | 0.9470 | 0.9560 | 0.9634 | 0.9834 [0.9724 | 0.9844 | 0.9825 | 0.9817
N 0.1324 [ 0.1061 | 0.1186 | 0.0844 {0.0790 | 0.0790 | 0.0685 | 0.0322 | 0.0362 | 0.0379 n
ny % 731 | 724 | 730 | 692 | 697 | 648 | 584 | 616 | 61.3 | 618
gl ¢ mrt | 120.3 | 1300 {1206 | 96.3 | 8e9 | 729 | 520 | 498 [ 363 | 364
| s sec | 3086 | 3008 | 3033 | 2771 | 2060 | 2631 | 2249 | 2714 | 1993 | 1992 ]
Prank Pa 204 [12%)13%| 24 [169| 28 | 758127 19%] 87"
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Magnetic baffle current selection for thruster SNJ3.
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Neutralizer keeper reference voltages selected for thruster
SNJ3.
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The characterization tests consisted of operating the thruster over
the range from 0.75 A to 2.0 A at control set-points other than the 10
points of the operating envelope defined in the acceptance test.
Table 4 shows the 47 tests that were performed (and also includes the
set-point values for the standard acceptance test set-points, which
are designated by TP).

Data for five beam current levels (Jb =2,0, 1.6, 1.3, 1.0, and
0.75 A) are shown in Table 5. All are standard throttling points for
the thruster. Discharge chamber voltage and current plus magrnetic baffle
b= 2.0, 1.3, and 0.75 A.

were made for all beam levels.

current variations were Investigated for J

Slight variations in V. and Vac

Correction factor: for dousi; charged ions and beam divergence were
measured for each test number. Vaporizer temperatures were recorded,
but flow rates were not measured. An approximate flow value was obtained
by using temperatures that corresponded to flow values generated from
the acceptance test, The relationships between vaporizer temperature
and flow value (from the acceptance test) are shown in Figures 6, 7,
and 8. At the time the data in Table 5 were being collected, the time
required for achieving thermal equilibrium was thought to be less than
1 hr. But now we know that equilibrium temperatures and propellant flow
conditions are not reached until about 3 hr after changing operating
points (resulting in a change in beam current or discharge power). Con-
sequently, the data in Table 5 represent some operating points that
were not yet at thermal equilibrium and, therefore, any use of this
data to cross-plot and examine specific behavioral patterns should be
approached with the precaution that apparent trends may be incorrect
or contradictory. After exploring several possibilities for interpret-
irg and drawing conclusions from these data, it was determined that the
most significunt results can be obtained from analyzing the thrust cor-
rection factors for beam divergence and doubly charged ions in the

extraction ion beam.
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Table 4. Thruster Operating Parameters for Characterization Test Points

10481-10A

cuaas:gn oV | VoY J(fu?:r A | we Acf:\IEL' NJSSBTER
J=20A1 1100 2 1 120 | STD21| 300 | TPi(d

900 2 12.0 ) 300 i

1100 R 120 20 | 300 2

23 3

24 4

26 5
1100 NV 2 120 | sto2a| 300 | TPR2(®)

1100V | 34 12,0 1 300 6

100v | 36 120 300 7

1100 32 120 | sTD21| s00 8

v | ¥ v | ¢ | w0 | o

1100 2 1175 | sTD21 | 300 10
3 ns ™3(@)

l l 1125 v 1

J,=16A ] 1100 7 00 | stp2s| 300 12
940 K7 4 100 300 AR

v MIN 32 100 v 300 13
Jp=13A] 1100 32 5 85 | stTD27 | 300 ™5 (R)
820 32 6 85 300 TP6(R)

MIN 32 8.5 v 300 14

820 2 8s [ stD27| 500 15

Vol | b | w0 |

1100 32 85 | STD27 | 500 17

y | ¥ v | 0 | 8

820 34 85 | sto27| 300 19

820 3% 85 v 300 20

820 32 85 22 | 300 21

24 »

32 l ~"

¢ 3.4 24

® STANDARD THRUSTER ACCEPTANCE TEST POINT
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Table 4, Continued

10481108

cusae:gw YoV | VoV Jgﬂr ‘e A | dmeh VA(-}S/EL' NJSQSBER
J=13A| 82 32 9.0 sTD2.7{ 300 2%
8.0 300 26
v l v 95 v 300 27
J=10A | 1100 32 70 STD29| 300 28
900 70 29

700 7 70 ™ @®
v MIN v 7.0 v v 30

J4p=075A | 1100 32 8 575 | STD3o| 300 P8 ()
900 31

600 v 9 l i v 10
1100 32 575 | STD30| 500 32
600 32 575 | STD30] 500 34
v v v | ¢ ] o | =
500 32 5.75 24| 300 36
1 28 l 37
3.2 38
‘ 34 39

600 31 10 5.75 STD 30 300 Tmo@
600 34 5.75 300 40
‘ 36 5.75 & ‘ a1
600 32 55 STD30| 300 42
625 l 43
v v 6.75 v 44
1100 32 45 STD 3.1 300 45
l 500 46
v v v v 400 a7

@ STANDARD THRUSTER ACCEPTANCE TEST POINT
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Table 5. Characterization Test Data/Performance Summary for Thruster SNJ3

1048Y - VA
TEST NUMBERS
1 2 3 4 5 s 7 8 ] w] w
Vb v | 801 {1100 | 1100 | 1100 | 1100 | 1902 | 1103 | 1101 | 1102 | 1100 | 1100
'Y A | 2003 [ 2.003 | 2.004 | 2.006 | 2.006 | 2.004 | 2.003 | 2.003 | 1.996 | 2.003 | 2.008
Vo v | 320 | 320 | 320 | 320 | 320 | 340 [<36.05| 320 | 320 | 320 | 320
2l s A [ 140 |10 | 140 [ 140 | 140 | 140 | 0 | 140 ]| 1e0 [1376 | 1324
I A | 120 [ 120 [ 120 | 120 [ 120 | 120 {120 | 110 | 120 | 1126 ] 112¢
3 Ivs | 210 | 200 | 230 { 240 | 260 | 200 | 210 | 290 | 200 | 200 | 213
&1 vex v | 412 [a08 | 612 [ 400 [ a3 [ 308 [ “wr | 408 | 412 [ 420 | «28
g Jox A | 0943 | 0942 | 0942 | 0.943 | 0.945 | 0943 | 0942 | 093 | 0947 | 0940 | 0838 | |
Sl vaccer [v | =7 aar| 30| sa| 30| a2 | 40| 628 | -388 | se0 | 300
§ [ Jacce. |ma| 0 | 301 | 365 | 360 | 368 | 320 | 347 | 341 | 338 | 379 | 388
Yk v | 1497|1498 | 1497 [ 196 | 1495 | 1497 | 1503 | 15.01 | 1500 | 15.01 | 160
Ink A [2w]2w]210]210]|210]20(210]20]2w0]210] 210
Ve v | 1067 | 1066 | 1061 | 1060 | 1058 | 1063 | 1065 | 10.68 | 10,68 | 10.84 | 10,63
Tav oc 1 313 {311 | 311 | 810 | 300 | 309 | 3 | 3 | 32 | 3| mn
Tev oc | 3222 [ 322 | ;0 [ 320 | a3 | M8 | 319 | 326 | w7 | 32 | @
Ty oc | 206 | 304 | 303 | 303 302 | 308 | 306 | 305 | 303 | 303

v saAf 2010 1910 | 1910 | 1880 [ 1820 | 1820 | 1910 | 1.910 [ 1.960 | 1910 | 1010
0.065 | 0.066 | 0077 | 0077 | 0.103 | 0.069 | 0.06Y | 0.071 | 0073 | 0.065 | 0.064
rth eqA] 0030 | 0.030 | 0029 | 0029 | 0.029 { 0028 | 0031 | 0.030 | 0.030 | 0029 | 0.029
t Al 2106 | 2005 ]| 2016 | v.966 | 1652 | 1907 | 2002 | 2011 | 2.063 | 2.004 | 2.003
"mD (UNC)| % 965 | 1014 | 1009 ] 1035 ] N4 3 | 1087 | 10168 | 1011 981 | 1014 ] 1018

FLOWS
g
2
>

TmD % ]| 915 | 954 | 950 | 976 | 984 | 990 | 921 | 965 | 929 | 9F9 | 965

Nm (UNCI | & 92! 999 | 994 | 1019 | 1027 { 106.4 | 1000 | 98.6 | 96.7 | 100.0 | 100.1

Py w | 1805 | 2203 | 2204 | 2206 | 2208 | 2200 | 2200 | 2205 | 2188 | 2203 | 2206

; Py w | 1w05] 92 |l 1ws ]| 9¢ | n2] 86! 94 ] 96 |1eg| 81 | 88
21 ™ w | 2261 | 2658 | 2861 | 2660 | 2664 | 2687 | 2712 | 2661 | 2850 | 2640 | 2637
Me % 798 | 8290 | 828 | 829 | 828 | 822 | 815 | 829 | 827 | 832 | 837

a 0.9692 | 0.9653 | 0.9660| 0.9669 | 0.9671| 0.9580 | 0.9452} 0.9675 | 0.9690 | 0.8676] 0.8708
b_FT 0.9368 | 0.9875 | 0.9881 | 0.9882 | 0.9876 | 0.9876 | 0.9866| 0.6853 | 0.9850 | 0.9876 | 0.0878

3 Y 0.9564 | 0.9532 | 0.9546 | 0.9556 | 0.9551 | 0.9461 | 0.9325 | 0.9533 | 0.9663 | 0.9555 | 0.9590
e 0.9474 | 0.9408 | 0.9419 | 0.9436 | 0.9439 | 0.9283 | 0.9065 | 0.9446 | 0.9470 | 0.9446 | 0.9502
Rt 0.1175]0.1343| 0.1314{0.1274 | 0.1265 | 0.1675 | 0.2301 | 0.1246 | 0.1185 | 0.1246}0.1108

ny % | e95) 2| m0] 1| e} 1731009 150 730 1601 77
gl mN | 1123 | 1200 | 1204 | 1205 [ 1208 [ 1283 | 1265 | 120.2 | 1279 | 128.) | 1288
| 5 sec | 2734 | 3161 | 3140 | 3233 | 3266 | 3303 | 310t | 3153 | 3069 | 317 | 38
O L Rl Kl FT nd Bl EXR S ¥ Xl KXl KX B 124 [ 154
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Table 5. Continued
10481118
TESY NUMBERS

12 13 " 18 16 17 8 | 19 20 2 2

Vp v Jwoo| 78 | 731 | 819 | 818 | 1100 | 1100 | 820 | 822 | 818 | 818

% A ]| 1599 | 15989 | 1297 | 1297 | 1300 | 1200 | 1200 | 1.288 | 1.208 | 1208 | 1288

Vo v 320 [ 320 | 320 | 320 | 320 | 320 | 320 | 340 | 380 | 320 | 320

ol i A e |ne6| o8| o8 | o8] 98 | 98 | 98 | 98 | o8 | 98
E Je A Jwv]|wo| es | 85 | 85 | 85 | 85 | 85 | 85 | 856 | BS
3 dup A J250|2s0) 270 ] 270|270 ]| 270 | 220|270 | 270 | 22 | 24
&1 vex v |a66 | 467 | 622 | 521 | 525 | 620 | 522 | 613 | €07 | 530 | 520
.g_ Jex A | 0836 | 0938 | 0.837 | 0938 | 0.938 | 0937 | 0937 | 0.837 { 0.937 | 0.838 | 0.938
Z1 vaccer |v | 208 | -304 | 302 | 58 | 380 | 625 { 387 | 303 | 303 | -303 | -’03
‘g‘ daccer |mA] 272 | 320 2851 | 228 | 295 | 202 | 207 | 200 | 180 | 218 | 222
VK v | 1503 } 1502 | 1501 | 1501 { 1501 | 1500 | 16.00 | 1499 | 14.98 | 1496 | 1488
Ink A 2w ]| 210|210 210}|210] 210 210} 210] 210|210 200

Vg v |10.70 | 10.66 | 1080 | 1027 | 10.74 | 10.79 | 10.75 | 10.73 | 10.73 | 10.72 | 10.72
Tav oc | 304 | 304 | 206 | 295 | 206 | 296 | 296 ( 205 | 204 | 296 | 206

Tev oc | 334 | 331 | 33¢ | 336 { 336 | 336 | 337 | 333 | 330 | 3N | 33

Tay oc § 308 | 308 ([ 310 | 300 | 310 | 300 | 308 | 310 | 310 | 310 | 310
v ead] 1590 | 1500 | 1.200 | 1260 | 1.260 | 1260 | 1260 | 1260 | 1.230 | 1.280 | 1.200

21 Mmcy  [eanfooss | 007 | 0.085 | 0.08s | 0.089 | 0.089 | 0.091 | 0.083 | 0.078 | 0.078 | 0.085
2 [wv  |eanl 0032 | 0032 | 003 | 0033 | 003 | 0033 | 0033 | 0,034 | 0.034 | 0.034 | 0.0
h, eqA] 1607 | 1801 | 1300 | 1382 | 1383 | 1382 | 1384 | 1377 | 1.342 | 1.403 | 1.400
TmO(UNC)| % | 955 | 958 | 943 | 961 | 964 | 983 | 962 | 966 | 992 | 949 | 944
mD % | 907 {934 | 914 {029 | 928 | 928 | 929 | 920 | 935 | 914 | 910

Nm (UNCH| o 095 | 999 | 991 | 638 | 940 | 040 | 939 | 943 | 967 | 9268 | 921

Py w 1750 | 1271 | 948 | 10862 | 1063 | 1429 | 1429 | 1084 | 1087 | 1063 | 1062

w ! Py w {145 | 112 ] w2 | 998|109 {107 |112]1w07]w0s |10 ] w04
§ P w | 2151 | 1660 | 1284 | 1398 | 1400 | 1768 | V767 | 1417 | 1437 | i398 | 1398
Me % | 818 |76 | 738760 | 759 | 809 | 809 | 761 | 743 | 760 | 76.0
a 09707 | 0.9750 | 0.9818 | 0.8802 { 0.97680 | 0.9790 | 0.9789 | 0.9718 | 0.8660 | 0.9786 | 0.9768
s Fr 0.9868 | 0.9668 | 0.9861 | 0.9830 | 0.9851 | 0.8836 | 0.9856 | 0.9867 | 0.9867 | 0.9865 | 0.9865
1 v 08579 | 0.9621 | 0.9682 | 0.9636 | 0.9634 | 0.9629 | 0.9658 | 0.9589 | 0.9632 | 0.9654 | 0.9866
i 0.9500 | 0.9750 | 0.9690 | 0.9662 | 0.9625 | 0.9642 | 0.9657 | 0.9510 | 0.9419 | 0.9635 | 0.9638
AT 0.1110 | 0.0932 | 0.0862 | 0.0725 | 0.0811, 0.0771 | 0.0737|0.1066 | 0.1316 | 0.0787 | 0.0780

Ny % | 747 | 708 | 636 [ €62 | 662 | 7056 | 708 | 651 | 653 | 656 | 65.3
qlF mN | 1027 | 806 | 693 | 731 | 730 | 847 [ 848 | 721 | 15 | 730 | 730
2] 'sp sec | 3164 | 2711 | 2508 | 2500 | 2502 | 3004 | 3000 | 2500 | 2645 | 2558 | 2546
Prank Po 15 | 154|134 [19%|339%] 234 ] 284|489 ]| ae|a3?| s34




Table 5. Continued
10481 - 11C
TEST NUMBERS
23 2 25 2 27 8 2 ] 3 32 k<]
Vo v 819 | 818 | 820 | 819 | 819 { 1089 | 889 | 647 | 899 | 1100 | 1100
& A 1297 | 1208 | 1207 | 1.206 | 1.205 | 0.996 | 0.898 | 0997 | 0.752 | 0.752 | 0.762
Vp v 2 | x n 2 2 2 | 2 k- 32
21 9 A 98 | 98 {103 | 83 w8 [80 [80 |80 |65 | 65 | 65
E Je A 85 | 85 | 90 { 80 | 85 | 70 720 | 70 |57 | 675 | 575
3 s A 32 | a4 | 27 | 27 | 27 | 29 29 | 29 30 30 | 30
] vex v 541 | 554 | 506 | 555 | 520 | 6.10 | 6.08 | 608 | 7.12 | 718 | 7.8
?_ Jex A | 0833|0939 | 0938 | 0938 | 0.939 | 0937 | 0937 | 0.937 | 0.937 | 0.937 | 0837
S| vaccer |v | 302 | -302 | -302 | -302 | -302 | 306 | -303 | -299 | -303 | 521 | -383
‘g Jaccet |ma] 213 [ 208 | 298 | 232 | 209 | 151 | 186 | 126 | 190 | 103 | 107
VK v | 1504|1503 [ 1503 | 1502 | 1501 | 1568 | 156.69 | 16.67 | 15.69 | 15.20 | 1570
Ink A 21 21 21 2. 21 2.1 2.1 2.1 2.1 21 2.1
Vo v [1075 | 1077 [ 1082 | 10.78 | 10.76 | 10.74 | 10.70 | 10.89 | 10.80 | 10.83 | 1081
Tav oc { 207 | 206 | 206 | 207 | 208 | 285 | 286 | 287 | 274 | 274 | 274
Tev °c | 349 | 356 | 338 | 336 | 352 | 346 | 343 | 340 | 386 | IB? | 357
Tnv oc | 310 | 310 | 310 310 | 309 | 309 | 309 | 308 | 314 | 314 | 34
Py eaA] 1330 | 1.200 | 1200 | 1.330 | 1.230 | 0.869 | 0.991 | 1.000 | 0.710 | 0.710 | 0.710
‘g hey «aA|0116 | 0133 | 0082 | 0.089 | 0.123 | 0.108 | 0.103 | 0007 | 0433 | 0137 | 0037 | |
21 twv eqA] 0034 | 0.034 | 0.034 | 0.034 | 0.033 | 0033 | 0033 | 0.033 | 0.037 | 0.037 | 0.037
""| eqA] 1480 | 1457 | 1.416 | 1453 | 1386 | 1.110 | 1.127 | 1.130 | 0.880 | 0.884 | 0.884
TmD(UNC) % [ 89.7 [ 912 | 938 { 913 [ 957 | 925 | 912 | 900 | 892 | 888 | 888
TmD % | 865 | 878 | 903 | 886 | 917 | 901 | g88 | 885 | 873 | 871 | 878
T (UNC) & [ 876 [ 891 | 916 | 801 | 934 | 897 | 886 | 882 | 855 | 85.1 | 851
Py w | 1062 | 10862 ' 1064 | 1081 | 1061 | 1095 | 897 | 645 | 676 | 827 | 827
; Py w | w672 |137 ]| 99 | 96 | 123 ] 106 | 114 | 125 | 130 | 138 | 138
21 P w | 1405 | 1407 | 1416 | 1381 1431 | 1382 [ 1185 | 1230 | 924 | 1076 | 1076
n, % | 756 |72 | 750 | 768 [ 741 | 792 | 757 | 524 | 732 | 760 | 789
o 0.9789 | 0.9782 | 0.9779 | 0.8827 | 0.9757 | 0.985C |0.8841 | 0.9844 |0.9878 [ 0.9888 | 0.9913
: Fr 0.8860 | 0.0862 | 0.9858 | 0.9860 | 0.9859 | 0.9843 | 0.9848 | 0.9845 | 0.9830 | 0.9807 | 0.9815
&l v 0.9652 | 0.9647 | 0.9840 | 0.9689 | 0.9819 | 0.9895 |0.9691 | 0.9691 | 0.9710 | 0.0698 |0.9730
* s 0.9640 | 0.9628 | 0.9623 | 0.9705 |0.9585 | 0.9743 |0.97298[0.9733 | 0.9792 | 0.9810 | 0.9852
Wt 0.0776 { 0.0806 | 0.0817 | 0.0628 | 0.0806 | 0.0541 [0.0673 {0.0564 | 0.0435 |0.0395 [ 0.0306
ny % | 8171628 | 630 | 842 [660 | 668 | 630 | 434 | 580 | 615 | 620
glF mh | 731 {730 | 730 | 732 | 727 | 663 [ 59.1 | 501 | 446 | 49.3 | 495
2| swec | 2422 | 2460 | 2531 | 2473 | 2674 | 2888 | 2576 | 2177 | 2400 | 2738 | 2747
Prank Po f114 [ 174 [ 249 (3774 329 534 |55 484 | ap? | 51943
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Table 5. Continued
1048t - 11D
TEST NUMBERS

3a | 3 | 38 | 37 | 38 ] 3@ | ae]ar | a2 @3]
Vo v | 600 | 509 | 508 | 500 | 598 | 608 | 601 | 603 | s08 | 600 | &89
4% Afoouro ]} o752 | 0.782 | 0752 | 0.752 | 0.762 | 0.752 | 0.752 | 0.753 | 0.783 | 0753
vp v |nor 2| 2| 2| 2] 2| w]| w] 2| 2] 2
2| 5 alcer 85 | 65 | 65 | 65 | 65 | 65 | 85 | %25 | 70 | 75
§ Je A VAQCEL] 576 | 576 | 675 | 675 | 675 | 575 | 676 | 5650 | 828 | 6.75
5 dus Aln®0 W0 24 | 28 | 32 | 34 | 30 | 30 | 30 | 30 | 30
5 Vek v 691 | 692 | 656 | 678 | 684 | 860 | 660 | 698 | 6.76 | 6.78
Z [ Jex A 0940 | 0847 | 0.9468 | 0839 | 0.839 | 0.945 | 0.830 | 0.930 | 0.945 | 0.947
& | vacced |v 387 | -268 | ~207 | -207 | -207 | -208 | -208 | -208 | -208 | -208
& [ Jaccer | mA 126 [ 127 [ 130 | 126 | 126 [ 17 [ 15 ] 128 1130 | 138
VK v 16.71 | 15.70 | 15.70 | 1588 | 16.67 | 15.2 | 16.74 | 15.71 | 15.69 | 15.68
Ink A 21 2.4 2.1 21 2.1 21 21 24 21 2.1
Vg v 1078 | 10.77 | 1097 | 10.94 | 1092 | 1088 | 10.88 | 1087 | 1034 | 1088
Tmy o¢ 277 | 210 [ 217 { 276 | 206 | 217 [ 278 {28 | 275 |
Tev °c 348 | 339 | 337 | 355 | 357 | 341 | 339 | 344 | 388 | 370
Tnv °¢ 314 | M4 | 316 | 316 | 316 | 36 | 318 | 316 | ;e | 318
ay  |ea s 0772 | 0772 [ 0.772 | 0.752 | 0.752 | 0.272 { 0.752 [ 0.792 | 0.729 | 0.652
€1 tev A 0.114 | 0.094 | 0.091 | 0.132 | 6.137 | 0.088 | 0.094 | 0.104 | 2.140 | 0.383
é’ hinv e A 0.037 | 0.037 | 0.039 | 0039 | 0.039 | 0.039 | 0.030 | 0.039 | 0.039 | 0.030
My e A 0923 | 0.803 | 0.902 | 0923 | 0.928 | 0.909 { 0.885 | 0.935 | 0.908 | 0.874
"mD WNCH| % 8a9 | 868 | 871 | 861 | 8a6 | 864 | 889 | se0 | 867 | 902
Tmo % 840 | 856 | 859 | 839 | 832 | 848 | 861 | 828 | 851 | 883
T (UNCY | o 815 | 833 | 834 | 815 | 810 | 827 | 850 | 805 | 829 | 862
Py W 450 | 450 | 450 | 450 | 450 | 452 | 453 | 450 | 451 | 451
g Py w 127 | 123 |1 136 {168 | 147 { 128 [ 124 | 127 | 1a32 ] 1508
21 % w 697 | 696 | eo7 | 700 | 699 | 609 | 699 | 680 | M5 | 732
n. % 646 | 64.7 | 646 { 643 | 844 | 6847 | 648 | 663 | 631 | 616
a 0.9938 | 0.9917 | 0.9918 |0.8917 | 0.9903 | 0.9873 |0.8815 | 0.9915 | 0.9882 | 0.9876
s L 09817 | 0.9823| 0.9820 | 0.9815 | 0.9822 | 0.9815 | 0.9824| 0.9826 | 0.9823 | 0.9812
3 IR 0.9658 | 0.9741 | 0.9739 | 0.9734| 0.9727 | 0.9600 | 0.9642 | 0.9742 | 0.9717] 0.9690
® 8 0.9895 | 0.9859 | 0.8861 | 0.98568 | 0.9835 | 0.9784 | 0.9684 | 0.9854 | 0.9816 | 0.8768
IS 00216 | 0.0201| 0.0286| 0.0203| 0.0341 | 0.0452]0.0674 | 0.0300 |0.0382 | 0.0442
nq % 491 | 511 | 524 | 487 | 494 | 502 | 612 | 499 | 49.4 | 558

gl ¢ mN 362 | 385 | 35 | 35 | 365 | 36.4 | 363 | 366 | 385 | 364 '
2| lgp sec 1627 | 1985 | 1980 | 1841 | 1020 | 1967 [ 2013 | 1920 | 1974 | 2045
Prack | Ps 448 ]398 | 505 | 278 ]334 | 324 [ 394 {45 | 45| 02t
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Table 5.

Continued

10481 - 1€
TEST NUMBERS
% | 6 | @
™ v | 1100 | 1100 | 1100
& A 0752 | 0.782 | 0.752
Vo v 32 32 32
g 3 A | 525|528 | 825
=l o A ] as0| 460 | 450
E [ Jws A |3y ]| 3] 3
S Vex v | 770|788 | 191
2 [ ek A ]o094s | 0938 [ 0938
S| vaccer | v 308 | -521 - -385
& MaccaL [ma| 122|129 | 129
Vak v | 1568 | 156.70 | 15.69
Ink 20 | 20 | 21
Vg v ] 1088|1088 | 1086
Tav oc | 278 | 278 | 218
Tev °C | 348 | 346 | 347
Tny o°c ] 36 ] 315 | 315
v eqA| 0.792 | 0.792 | 0.792
21 they eaAl 0108 | 0.108 | 0.112
2 [ ™w  |*aa] 0030 | 008 | 0038
t, eqA| 0939 | 238 | 7942
70 (NCH % | 836 | 836 | 832
TmD % | 828 | 826 | 825
Tm (UNC) | 80.1 | 802 | 708
P w 827 | s | 827
; [ v w | 122 139 | ne
ol v w | 1035 | 1038 | 1035
N, % | 709 | 798 | 799
o 0.9948| 0.9931 | 0.9952
Fr 0.9828| 0.9806 | 0.8819
3 Y 09776 | 0.9738| 09772
s 0.9207| 0.9883 | 0.9918
N 00189 0.0240 | 0.0167
ny % | 812 | 607 | 609
3 F mN | 49.7 | 485 49.7
2| igp sec | 2588 | 2501 | 2589
Prank Ps | 69% ' 564 ] 6074

45




m

S e

These factors have already been analyzed in detail for these Jdata
by k.T. Bechtel of LeRC; his analysis is included as Appendix B.
This analysis shows that the thrust correction factor for beam diver-
gence, FT’ depends primarily on accelerator voltage Vaccel (as would
be expected) and is relatively insensitive to variations in other
operating parameters. The thrust correction for doubly charged ions,
a, depends primarily on discharge voltage VD and to a lesser degree on
discharge current JE (for any given beam current), The value of a also
decreases with increasing beam current. These variations are also
anticipated and in agreement with theoretical analyses of doubly charged
ion production., One significant observation is that, since a is
relatively independent of beam voltage Vb (at any given beam current),
changing the specific impulse ISp would not be expected to affect
thruster lifetime (as determined by screen grid wear). A second observa-
tion is that, since the value of a is also relatively independent of the
magnetic baffle excitation JMB’ assignment of JMB would not be expected
to affect thruster lifetime (as determined by screen grid wear).
Because of the relatively small dispersion in the measured values of
these correction factors 4s a function of variations in operating param-
eters, it is reasonable to conclude that the correction factors will not
be the dominant source of error in determining thrust or thruster effi-
ciency (unless there is a systematic error in the measurement technique).

The characterization test demonstrated that it is possible to
operate a J-series thruster over a wide range of operating parameters
that produce thrust ranging from 45 to 129 mN at specific imnulse rang-
ing from 1927 sec to 3303 sec. No operational instabilities were noted

over the range of values in the test,
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SECTION 6

CONCLUSIONS

The work performed under this program comprised the first step in
upgrading the 900-series 30-cm mercury inn thruster to the J series.
The block of design changes that was formulated for correcting known
and potential design deficiencies was successfully implemented in a
thruster and verified. Only one design change (ion optics assembly)
required iteration (under another contract), and thruster performance
capabilities are now considered to satisfy the design goals. The
design verification testing performed under this program should not
be considered all inclusive in that the scope of this program was
intended to show feasibility for onerating the thructer over the
intended envelope of power levels and specific impulse values. Many
performance characteristics (wearout rates, dispersion between thrusters,
etc.) remain to be documented; however, the results obtained under
this program, and under the subsequent contract (NAS 3-21357), indicate
that the J-series thruster should be :apable of meeting all of the
design goals. It is anticipated tha': this conclusion will be supported
by the results from extensive testing and thruster qualification work

being done under other programs.,
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APPENDIX A
ACCEPTANCE TEST PROCEDURES
(Original Form)

The inspection and process documents (IPDs) for the 30-cm thruster
acceptance test are reproduced here in the form in which they were
originally written and used for testing of thruster SN J1. In
preparing these procedures, the goal was to prepare a description of the
tests that could be used by personnel who have only limited experience
with the characteristics of ion thrusters. Because of the difficulties
encountered in the initial testing of thruster SN J1, these procedures
were inadequate, and they were subsequently revised. For the record, -

IPD 138 through IPD 143 are included.

PRECEDING PAGE BLANK NOT FILMED
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HUGHES SPECIFICATION NO IPD-PR-133

RESEARCH LABORATORIES |—wsrcranco sy
MALIBU, CALIFORNIA R. L. Poeschel ‘ 27

’ ~d
CSPECIFICATION TITLE APPROVALS BATE | REV

30 Cm Thruster Acceptance Test Procedure

1.0 SCOPE

This specification establishes the procedures for performing acceptance tests
on 30 cm thrusters. The purpose of the thruster acceptance test is to verify
the characteristics, capabilities, and performance of the thruster. Towards
this end, this acceptance test will provide data and information to:

. a) verify that a completed thruster operates and performs in the
intended designed nanner. . .
b) provide test daty to allow for performance and physical comparison
of different tnrusters;

c) form a data base for each thruster to allow for thruster performance
and physical comparisons at various stages during a thruster's useful
life with the beginning of life conditions.

2.0 APPLICABLE DOCUMENTS

2.1 Facility Specification§
211 1PD-PR-139 Thruster Test Facility

2.1.2 IPD-PR- 140 power Processor

2.1.3 IPD-PR- 14) Instrumentation and Calibration
2.2 Engineering Specifications

2.2.1 1PD-PR- 142 preliminary Thruster Preparation

2.2.2 1PD-PR- 143 pata Formats for Thruster Testing

3.0 REQUIREMENTS |

3.1 Equipment

3.1.1 30 cm thruster

3.1.2 Facilities per paragraph 2.1

3.1.3 Data sheets per paragraph 2.2.2

50
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4.0

Page 2 of 22

-

PROCEDURE

4.1 Thruster Preparation

4.1.1 Perform preliminary thruster measurements and install thruster
in test facility per IPD-PR-142

TECH:
DATE:

4.2 Facility Pump Down

4.2.1 Allow 1ac1llty to pump until base pressure is 5 x 10 -5 torr
or less.

4
' TECH:
DATE:

4.3 Initial Cathode Conditioning

4.3.1 Connect power processor as specified in IPD-PR-140 and instru-
mentation as specified in IPD-PR-141. The circuit diagram is
shown for reference as Fig. 4.1.

Iy TECH:. |

L}

DATE:

—

4.3.2 Record the serial number and other pertinent information as
required on the initial start-up data form (specified in
IPD-PR- 143 as form :

TECH:

DATE:

4.3.3 Condition thruster and neutralizer cathodes.
4.3.3.1 Facility pressure must be less than 5 x 107 torr.

4.3.3.2 Supply 2.5A current to both thruster cathode and
neutralizer cathode heaters (I3 and Ig). Haintain
heater current for 3 hours. Record time and data
on data sheet.

4.3.3.3 Turn off heaters and allow to cool for a minimum of

one-half hour. Record time and pertinent data on
data sheet.
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4.3.3.4 Supply 4.2A current to the thruster cathode heater
(13 and 4.0A to tiie neutralizer cathode heater (IQ}.
Maintain heater current for 1 hour. Record the
time and pertinent data on the data sheet.

4.3.3.5 Turn off heaters and allow to cool for a minimum of
one hour. Record the time and other pertinent data
on the data sheet. Proceed ‘'ith normal thruster
start-up. ~

TECH:
DATE:

4.4 Thruster Start-up

4.4.1
4.4.2

4.4.3

Facility pressure must be less than 8 x 107 torr.

Ensure that, the thruster has not been exposed to air since
previous cathode conditioning or see paragraph 4.3.

TECH:

DATE:

Before proceeding with the start-up procedure, set the power
processor control references to produce the conditions prescribed
below. Refer to the circuit diagram of Fig. 4.1 for definition

of the monitoring points and symbols. References may be set using
previously determined calibrations {see IPD-PR-140) or calibrate
the power processor on load resistors to obtain the control
references.

4.4.3.1 Current references for the discharge, cathode-keeper,
and neutralizer-keeper power supplies are set to the
following values for start-up

Jg = 6.0A
JNK= 2.1 A
\ICK— ]-0 A

4.4.3.2 Voltage controls for the screen and accel power supplies
should be set such that
V..= 600V
11
Vlo- 300 V
4.4.3.3 Control references for the proportional control (closed
loop) of the vaporizer supplies should be adjusted such
that:
Cathode vaporizer supply, VD =36V

NK= 15.5V
Main Vaporizer supply, Jb = 0.75 A

Neutralizer vaporizer supply, V
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4.4.4

4.4.5

Page 4 of 22

4.4.3.4 The neutralizer and cathode heater power supplies
should be interlocked such that these power supplies
cannot supply heater current if

472 074

J9 > 4A
respectively. If the power processor is not so
equipped, the thruster operator must monitor these
heater power supplies to ensure that this condition

is satisfied in order to prevent damage to the
cathode and neutralizer heater elements.

[ ]
The first phase of the start-up procedure is a cathode and
thruster pre-heat period. The pre-heat period is timed and
requires 35 minutes. Do not begin the prehsat phase unless
the vaporizer temperatures are less than 70°C. Record the initial
temperatures on the start-up data sheet. All power supplies
should be off at the beginning of the pre-heat phase.

4.4.4.1 Turn on the cathode heater, neutralizer heater and
isolator heater power supplies. Set the heater current

as follows:
.JCH= J3 = 4.2 A

J,,=Jd, = 7.0A
Record“{he %ime that preheat began on the data sheet.
Note that J, supplies parallel combination of the main
and cathode "isolator heaters.

4.4.4.2 Five minutes after beginning pre-heat, check each of
the following heater voltages to ensure that

Ver™ V3 > 10V
Vig= Vg 2 10V

If any of these voltages are less than indicated above,
stop the preheat and determine whether a heater failure
has occurred. Make appropriate entries on data sheet.

4.4.4.5 After 18 minutes has elapsed, reduce the isolator heater
current, Ja, to 5.0 A and continue pre-heat for the
remaining 17 minutes.

After 35 minutes of pre-heat has elapsed, the heat phase of the
start-up procedure begins. Record the time and perform the
following.

4.4.5.1 Turn off the isolator heater power supply (Jg4 = 0).
Record the vaporizer temperatures on the data sheet.

4.4.5.2 Turn on the cathode vaporizer and neutralizer vaporizer
power supplies (2 & 6), and the cathode and neutralizer
keeper supplies (7 & 8), and the discharge supply (9).

23
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4.4.5.3 Cathode and neutralizer vapo}izer power supplies
should be operating in proportional control.

4.4.5.4 Monitor the neutralizer and cathode keeper voltage vand
current to determine when the keeper discharges ignite.
Record the time of ignition for each keeper and for the
main discharge also (§,). When J, > 0.7A and §, > 4A,
check to make certain ghat 13 and7I5 have been ghut of f.

4.4.5.5 If .IE= J9 ?4A, set JMB= J12 = 2 A and set the

reference for control of V_ to 32V. Operate the
;hrgster discharge for 8 mIn. and then proceed as
indicated in para. 4.4.5.6.

If JE= 19<4A, and this is the first attempt

to complete the heat’period proceed as indicated below.
If this is not the first attempt to complete the heat
phase, shut off power and notify the project manager.
Describe any anomalous observances on the data sheet,
including any procedures dictated by the project manager.

4.A.5.5.1 Adjust the power processor for

J3 = 4.2 A
dy = 5.0A
JS =4.0A

A1l other power supplies off, and proceed as
directed starting in para. 4.4.4.3.

4.4.5.6 Check the value of J,, if J, > 0.7 A, continue at
para. 4.4.6. 1f J ¢ 0.7 a‘d this is the second attempt
to complete the hegt phase, terminate start-up and notify
project manager. If this is the first attempt, proceed as
follows.

4.4.5.6.1 Turn on main vaporizer power supply and control
at J] = 1.0 A (not proportional control).
4.4.5.6.2 Check to make certain that
J6 S 2.0RA

JS = 4.9A

4.4.5.6.3 Ifd,, > 0.7 A proceed to para. 4.4.6. If J
remaQﬁs less than 0.7 A for more than 5 minu@gs.
terminate start-up and notify the project manager.

4.4.6 This phase is the final period of start-up and provides for the
establishment of the ion beam in closed loop, proportional control.
This has been termed the run phase and is initiated as follows.

4.4.6.1 Check the following parameters values
J2 < 2A in proportional control

dy = 0
g = 0 54
JS =0

< 2A in proportional control

G
(=]
A



4.4.6.2

4.4.6.3

4.4.6.4

4.4.6.5

Page 6 of 22

Ensure that the vacuum facility pressure is less
than 10 © Torr.

Application of the extraction voltages is the next step;
adjust the controls in the order indicated to establish
the “"beam on" condition

vNK = 15.2 (control reference -~ 410
JNK = J8 =1.8A (JNK) - 510
le =2.7A (JMB)
J] -+ Proportional control, 1.5 A max
Vn = 600

simultaneously
Vlo r= '300

I excessive arcing (overcurrent) occurs (more than 10 in
30 sec), turn off the screen (11) and accel (10) voltages.
Place the main vaporizer control (J]) in manual controlled
to 1A.

If para. 4.4.6.3 has been completed successfully (beam on
and vaporizer in proportional control) proceed the 4.4.6.5
If excessive arcing resulted while attempting to perform
4.4.6.3 and the high voltage power supplies were turned off,
repeat steps 4.4.6.3. If step 4.4.6.2 has been repeated

more than 5 times, terminate test and consult project manager.

The thruster is now operating in closed-loop proportional
control at 0.75 A beam current. In this step the beam
current will be increased to 2A according to the control
parameters given in Table 4.1. Before proceeding, check the
accelerator current, Jd,. If JA > 5 mA, turn off the main
vaporizer power supply until J§, < 2 mA, then turn on the
main vaporizer power supply again and proceed as follows.
Adjust the parameters in the table in the following order

e Emission Current
e Beam Voltage
e Beam Current
e Neutralizer Keeper Voltage

Operate at each new value of beam current for at least one
minute to ensure that control has stabilized. Watch for the
so-called "low mode" condition that is identified by

Ja > 5 mA and J, less than set-point. If difficulties are
eﬁcountered, stkbi]ize thruster operation at last stable
set-point and contact the project manager.

55
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-
Table 4.1
Thruster Throttling Set-Point
Set Point Emission current Beam Voltage Beam Current Neutralizer Keeper
I Vb Jb _ Voltage
ik

] 5.75 600 0.75 16.5
2 6.0 620 0.8 16.5
3 6.3 640 0.85 16.5
4 6.5 660 0.9 16.5
5 7.0 , 700 1.0 16.5
6 1.5 740 1.1 16.5
7 8.0 730 1.2 16.5
8 8.5 820 1.3 15.5
9 9.0 860 1.4 15.5
10 9.5 900 1.5 15.5
n 10.0 940 1.6 15.5
12 10.5 980 1.7 15.5
13 NnN.o = 1020 -- 1.8 15.5
14 11.5 1060 1.9 15.5
15 12 1100 2.0 15.5

4.4.7 When point 15 of Table 4.1 has been stabilized, thruster start-up
is complete and the run phase has been established. Record the time
and a complete set of parameters.
Sy Yy
devs Vev
I Yuw
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4.4.7.1

4.4.7.2

4.4.7.3

Page 8 of 22

L)
Adjust the following parameters (not specified in
Table 4) to the following values if necessary

ch = ]00
VA = -300
Vo ° 32

Check to make sure J3 = = 65 = 0. Operate thruster at
throttling set-point™15 far 10 minutes.

If step 4.4.7.2 has been completed, and the thruster is
operatinc stably, the run phase is established and
acceptance test procedures can be continued. If any
anomglies occurred during the start-up procedure, write
a brief description and summary. Include this write-up
with the data package.

4.5 Discharge and Neutralizer Characterization

4.5.1

4.5.2

For the initial characterization, operate the thruster at the control
parameters listed for set point #15 in Table 4.1 (test point | in
Table 4.1). Note that references for Vp and Jyg are 32 V and 1.8 A
respectively. In successive characterization%, adjust the parameters
for the test point in Table 5.1 that is being elvauated (4, 6, 7 or 9).

With the thruster-operating stably under the conditions listed in
para. 4.5.1, record all operating parameters, including vaporizer
temperatures. The neutralizer control characteristic can now be
documented as follows.

4.5.2.1

4.5.2.2

4.5.2.3

4.5.2.4

Figure 4.2 shows a qualitative example of the neutralizer
keeper-voltage/vaporizer-temperature characteristic to be
determined here. Note that there is a minimum value of
Yué and a minimum stable reference point that will be
iden

tified by the test procedures described below.

Decrease the reference to produce a 0.5 V decrease in V. .

. . . NK
Again observe the vaporizer current to determine when
steady state has been established. If vaporizer current
remains at maximum and vaporizer temperature continues to
increase, see para. 4.5.2.5.

When steady state has been established as described in
para. 4.5.2.2, record VNK’ TNV’ JNV' VNv and V

g’

Repeat steps 4.5.2.2 and 4.5.2.3 until steady state cannot
be obtained, (VNK continues to rise with dy, at max value).
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e
4.5.2.5 The reference set point for V., prior to the attempted.o.s v
change is the minimum stable Mrerence point - note this on
the data sheet and return the reference for V., to 2 V above
this value. As the new reference point is be@ﬁg estgb!ished
by the vaporizer control, monitor V, and note the minimum
value of V.., observed (as seen in p‘g. 4.2) and record on

the data s“§et.

4.5.2.6 Re-establish conditions with reference for VNK set to 15 V.

4.5.2.7 Increase the neutralizer vaporizer reference setpoint to
produce a 0.5 V increment in the neutrqllger keeper voltage,
V,, (e.g., to 16.0 V for the first variation). Observe the
vgﬁorizer current to determine whether steady state has been
reached.

3

4.5.2.8 When steady state has been reached, reccrd values of V 5;_
neutralizer vaporizer temperature, T, . neutrallzgr vaa rizer
current and voltage, I v and VNV; and' the neutralizer coupling
voltage, Vg on the datQ sheets. If neutralizer keeper

discharge extinguishes, proceed to para. 4.5.2.10.

4.5.2.9 Repeat steps 4,5.2.7 and 4.5.2.8 until V K is 18 V or the
neutralizer keeper discharge extinguisheg. ’

4.5.2.10 Re-estabtish operating conditions with reference for VNK
set to 15 V. .

4.5.3 The thruster should now be operating stably again and the magnetic
baffle control characteristic can now be documented as follows:

4.5.3.1 Establish thruster operation for parameters of test point no. 9
in Table 5.1 with JMB = 2.7 A.

4.5.3.2 Reduce the magnetic baffle current (JMB) by 0.1 A.

4.5.3.3 Observe thruster operation for several minutes to determine
control loop stability. If the cathode-vaporizer/discharge-
voltage control loop appears to beoperating in stable,
proportional control then record the following parameters on
Data Form #2 (Magnetic Baffle/Discharge Data).
Magnetic Baffle Current JMB
Cathode Vaporizer Temperature Tc
Main Vaporizer Temperature TMv
Accelerator Current JA

Cathode Keeper Voltage V

v

CK
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Continued -

After recording these data, repeat the step of 4.5.3.2
until stable operation is impossible to obtain thern
return the setting for J,,, to the last stable point
recorded and proceed to nga. 4.5.3.4.

Increase the magnetic baffle current (Jd,,) to 0.2A
above the minimum stable value (as detevﬂined in

4.5.3.2 above) for the conditions of the test point just
characterized. Repeat the characterization as described

in para. 4.5.3.2 and 4.5.3.3 for each of the following test
points (Table 5.1), in the order listed: Test point 7

(Jb = 1A), 6 (Jb = 1.3A), 4 (Jb = 1.6 A) and 1 (Jb = 2.0).

Record the minimum stable value of JM on the summary
sheet entitled "Acceptance Test Data ?or Principle
Throttling Points".

4

On the basis of the minimum stable value J,.., and the
cathode vaporizer temperatures recorded, sggcify values of
dyn for Table 5.1 that

MB

a) are greater than the minimum value

b) require cathode vaporizer temperatures to produce
100 mA cathode flow rate

e) produce min Jy
d) demand the least number of different JMB set points.

4.6 Thruster Performance Evaluation

4.6.1

4.6.2

4.6.3

A AP AP A | G MIAGy T SR A D K Mbud s eSS T T LMD | B e MR

Performance evaluation consists of measuring the ion beam characteristics
as a function of the electrical power and propellant input to the thruster

Ion beam characteristics are determined by measuring the following:

4.6.2.1

4.6.2.2

4.6.2.3

Ion beam current,.lb is measured as shown in the measurement
circuit diagram of "~ Fig. 4.1.

Ion beam voltage, V, is measured as V]] + V9 - V_ (as defined
in the circuit diagPam of Fig. 4.1). g

Correction factors to measured beam current for doubly charged
fons and non-axial current components are measured using a
collimated mass spectrometer as described in Section

of IPD-PR-141., The thrust factor, Y is the ratio of the actua
thrust produced to that calculated from the measured beam
current and voltage, Jdy, and Vb.

Thruster electrical inputs fall into two categories, independent and
dependent as described below. .
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o

Independent electrical parameters are defined to meet the require-
ments of the thruster application (within the limits of the thruster
capabilities). With reference' to Fig. 4.1 these electrical parameter:
are:

Accelerator voltage, Vp

Ion beam voltage, Vi

Ion beam current, J,

Discharge voltage, Vp

Emission current, Jg

Neutralizer keeper voltage, Vyy

Magnetic baffle current, d g

Cathode keeper current, J g

Neutralizer keeper current, JNK
Thesé parameters ace not totally independent, in a strict sense,
but can be specified independently over some range of values
that depends both on the dimensional adjustments of the
thruster and on the choice of the other parameters. It is

necessary to specify a consistent set of these parameters for
each thruster performance evaluation.

Dependent electrical inputs are properties of the thruster and of
the independent electrical parameters listed above. These
include: |,

Cathode vaporizer voltage and current, Vtvand J ey
Main vaporizer voltage and current, Y, and duy
Hleutralizer vaporizer voltage and current, VNVand dyy
Acc:.erator drain current, &,

Cathode keeper voltage, WCK

The propellant input to the thruster is also dependent on the choice of the
indpendent electrical parameters and the thruster.

4.6.4.1

4.6.4.2

Propellant input is measured using calibrated reservoirs as
described in IPD-PR-141.

Propellant flow rate to each vaporizer is determined by recording
the quantity of mercury contained in the corresonding reservoir
at intervals of 5 minutes or more. The thruster should be
operated steady state until a minimum of 6 reservoir readings

are obtained. The flow is computed by graphically or numerically
fitting a straight 1§ne to the data recorded and obtaining the
slope in units of cm” per hour. Conversion to equivalent

amperes is based on the relationship:

1 em3/hr @ 20°C = 1.809A
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The propellant flow rate for each vaporizer is determiﬁéd
for each set of independent parameters as described in
paragraph 4.6.4.2 above and recorded on a data summary sheet.

4.5.6 A performance sumuary is prepared as follows:

4.6.5.1

4.6.5.2

A data summary sheet is prepared thai includes the following
parameters. ’

Ty

Main vaporizer propellant flow in equivalent amperes.

ﬁcv - Cathode vaporizer propellant flow in equivalent amperes.

va - Neutralizer vaporizer propellant flow in equivalent
amperes.

Y - Thrust correction factor from measurement described

4 under paragraph 4.6.2.3.

FT - Thrust correction factor due to beam divergence
(ref. 4.6.2.3)

Jy, - Ion beam current (ref. 4.6.2.1)

v, - lon beam voltage (ref. 4.6.2.2)

P, - Total power into the thruster (ref. 4.6.5.2)

F - Actual thrust (ref. 4.6.5.3)

wp Propellant efficiency, discharge chamber only

(ref. 4.6.5.4)

Etmin - Minimum eV/ion (per para. 4.7)

™ - Total propelliant efficiency (ref. para. 4.6.5.5)
e - Electrical efficiency (ref. para. 4.6.5.6)

Ny - Thruster efficiency (ref. para. 4.6.5)

ISp - Specific impulse

The total power input,PT ,is obtained from the electrical
parameters as follows:

Pr= g Viw 3oy Ve i Vet I Vi Y

ov P Vvt e Ykt ek Ve

+JE VD +JA VA + 'lb Vb +JB VG +J?~‘IB VMB
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These parameters are measured at the points indicated h
the circuit diagram shown in IPD-PR-141. The values used
for computation will be the last readings recorded during
the propellant flow rate measurement.

The actual thrust is computed from the measured beam current
and voltage as follows: '

3

F=2039x107y Jg V, (inN)

The discharge chamber propellant utilization, corrected for
double ions is computed by

d 73 2
. b Y 2 2
o T [i—‘; ("“—2)"‘2‘]

The total propellant efficiency, W7 is computed for use in

total efficiency and is npt corrected for dcubly charged ions.

3y

"oy Y My Y My

Mt =

The electrical efficiency, Nes is computed by
n=_ib_l'.t>_
PT

The overall thruster efficiency, Ny is computed by

- 2
Mt = Mg wr Y

The specific impulse is computed by

Isp = 100.1y T \/V;

62
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4.7 Determination of Minimm Discharge Current Operating Point hd

4.2.1 The thruster operating point is established as specified by the
independent parameters for the case in question. The minimum
discharge current is then determined by reducing the value of IE in
0.2 A increments as described in the follewing paragraph.

4.7.2 Adjust J_ to obtain J + 2 for the specified value of J.. All
vanorizeF control loops shoﬂ]d be o?eratlng in closed loop cofitrol. Record
operation at &g = 5 J, + 2. Proceed

the value of dcy and for initia
to reduce J un i the"galn vaporizer conrtrol loop loses control (beam
current conglnues to decrease with vaporizer heater current at maximum}
by the procedure below:

4.7.2.1 Reduce the value of JE as indicated on the data format.

4.7.2.2 Adjust J B to restore the value of lcv noted for initial
value ofM J

4.7.2.3 After control has stabilizea, record JA.

4.7.3 bBamine the valuesof J_vs.J, obtained per para. 4.7.2 and determine the
minimum value as; Rhe vglue of the emission current at which J
twice the value of J for J =53, +2 , or b) the value of the em ss1on
current for which vaﬁorlzer contrsl was lost (whichever value is greater).
Record the minimum value of JE on the data summary sheet.

4.8 Recycle Verification
4.8.1 Recycle verification c&hsists of iﬁahcing a transient overcurrent condition
in the screen or accelerator power supplies and observing the return to
normal operation.

4.8.2 Evaluate recycle conditions by inducing a minimum of 10 transient over-
currents and observing the rcstoration of thruster control. The method for
inducing the overcurrent condition varies with the power processor used.
Some possibilities are:

4.8.2.1 Simulatethe overcurrent signal in the screen or accel power
supply control circuit (recycle pushbutton on some test consoles)

4.8.2.2 Momentarily shut off acce' power supply.

4.8.2.3 Momentarily short circuit the accel power supply. (Need note

on duration of short circuit).

4.8.3 Write a brief descriptive narrative to document the results of the recycle
verification test (May be written directly on the data sheet or attached
to it). Include oscilloscope waveforms of a typical recycle oepration
to documeat neutralizer keeper current, J,,, discharge current, JE’ and

beam current, Jb, through the recycle oerqé
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Oscillation Verification .
Oscillatory behavior is known to exist in several of the thruster parameters. This
behavior is a function of the power supplies used to operate the thruster, in
adaition to the thruster characteristics. Documentation of this behavior
constitutes a survey of any time dependent behavior observable on the beam current,
J, » the discharge current, J., the cathode keeper current, J.,, and the neutralizer
kkeper current, J,.. Measurgnent is made with an oscilloscoﬁg and an inductively
coupled current ppébe as described in IPD-PR-141. The procedure is described below.

3.9.1 Stabilize the thruster opeation for the independent parameter selection
to be documented. Record all thruster parameters.

4.9.2 Photograph oscilloscope waveforms of J, , J.. and VD' using time
scales of 1 msec/division and 0.1} msecydivgsion. '

Photographs should show the phase relationship of any time dependent
behavior to that of JE'

4.9.3 Prepare a short description of the experiments and the power supplies used.
If possible indicate the output capacitance and/or inductance of power
supplies in question. Attach the oscilloscope waveform photographs (with
time and amplitude scales appropriately identified) and include in the
data package.

Measurement of the Extraction System Perveance

The ion extraction system perveance defines the minimum value of extraction voltage
that is required to effectively extract and focus an ion beam of a specified
current value. The procedure is performed as described below.

4.10.1 Stabilize thruster operation for the'independent parameter selection to
documented. Record the value of all thruster parameters on the data sheet.
A1l control loops should be operating in proportional control.

4.10.2 Increase the discharge losses to 250 eV/ion by increasing the discharge
current, J.. Adjust the magnetic baffle current, JMB’ to restore J,v
to the valge recorded in 4.10.1. v

4.10.3 Reduce the beam voltage, vb, by 50 V and the accelerator voltage constant
at 300 Vv,

4.10.4 Allow control loops to stabilize and record Vb. JA’ JMB and JMV‘

4.10.5 Repeat steps 4.10.3 and 4.10.4 until J, increases rapidly or urtil the
main vaporizer control is lost (JMv goés to its maximum value).

4.10.6 Plot J, as a function of V, +|vJ. The “"perveance limit" is defined as
the voltage at which J beains 0 increase rapidly as shown in Fig. 4.3.
Petermine V = Vb +IQ | for the “"perveance limit" as indicated from the

points plotlgs and recopded on the data sheet.

4.10.7 Restore thruster operation for the selection of independent parameters
being documented. Allow control loops to stabilize.
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-
Determine the "backstreaming limit" by reducidg the accelerator
voltage, V, in 10 volt changes until backstreaming of electrons into
the discharge chamber occurs. This condition is detected by monitoring
the beam current, J,, for a sharp, momentary increase at the time the
accelerator voltage is decreased, followed by a reduction in main
vaporizer current, JM . Record the accel voltage, VA' for which this
indication occurs on %he data sheet.

4.11 Thruster Shutdown

A standardized thruster shutdown procedure is employed to ensure reliable thruster
start-up as follows:

4.11.1 Reduce J, in 0.1 steps by adjusting the parameters specified in Table 4.1
in the rgserve order of the manner prescribed in para. 4.
4.11.2 When set-point 1 is peached, shut off all power supplies.
5.0 ACCEPTANCE TEST y

Acceptance testing is performed on all new thrusters and periodically on reworked
thrusters or thrusters that have been subjected to some form of qualification testing.
The acceptance tests are conducted s described in the following paragraphs. The
personnel performing the acceptance test should familiarize themselves with the content
of this IPD and the IPD's specified in para. 2 before proceeding. If it appears
necessary to modify any procedures in performing the acceptance tests, the project
manager should “e consulted first, and the variance(s) in procedure should be thoroughly

documented.

5.1 The thruster is first installed “in the test facility as per paragraphs 4.1 and 4.2
of this IPD. The acceptance tests require several days of testing to complete and
therefore the procedures for start-up and operation are different, depending on
whether the thruster is being started up for the first time (para. 4.3) or re-started
for the next series of tests (para. 4.4). The thruster is operated at a pre-
determined set of test-points (para. 5.2) for which the documentation procedures
described in para. 4.5 through 4.10 are also specified. Thruster shutdown between
segments of the test is described in para. 4.11.

5.1.1

5.1.2

5.1.3

The first segment of the acceptance test provides for initial cathode
conditioning, recycle verification, oscillation documentation and
determination of reference values for J,,, and V.. (see para. ».3). It
should be possible to complete these te@%s on t”é first day of testing.

The remaining block of tests is for collecting data as prescribed by

para. 5.4 to establish the thruster's "signature" for comparison with
"signatures"” of other thrusters or standards. These tests may be performed
in any sequence to satisfy the data requirements as listed. It is not
considered to be important whether these tests are performed continuously
or in segments.

The procedures prescribed in this document should be followed carefully,
but an effort should be made ‘o limit total thruster operating time to
50 hours or less.
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v
5.2 The thruster test points are determined by a combination of selected independent
parameters, as described in paragraph 4.6.3.1. Speceification of the nine
independent parameters is prescribed in this paragraph.

5.3

5.4

5.211

5.2.2

5.2.3

Three of the nine independent parameters remain fixed for all acceptance
test points. These are:

VA = —300V
JNK = ] .8A
JCK = 1.0A

Four more of the parameters are specified in combinations as shown in
Table 5.1.

The reference parameters for magnetic baffle current and neutralizer
keeper voltage haye to be determined as the first part of the acceptance
test. Determination is made for points 1,4,6,7 and 9 of Table 5.1 to
establish the empirical relationships Jyg (Jc) and Vo, (d;). These
relationships are then used to provide Uglue of JMB'gnd VNK for all
points in the table.

The acceptance testing begins with cathode conditioning per para. 4.3 and thruster
start-up per para. 4.4. Successful completion of these procedures establishes
thruster operation for the initial conditions of test point 1 of Table 5.1. The
first test determines the magnetic baffle and neutralizer keeper references.

5.3.1

5.3.2

5.3.3

5.3.4

Following the procedurés described }h para. 4.5, determine the magnetic
baffle current and neutralizer keeper voltage references for test points
1,4,6,7 gnd 9 of Table 5.1.

Using the data obtained in para. 5.3.1, plot J,, versus J. and V. versus
d, . Fit a smooth curve to the experimental da%g. Use thgse curugs to
sBecify values of JMB and vNK for all of the test points in Table 5.1.

Set J,, and V. to the appropriate values for test point 1 and verify
recycqg per pyga. 4.8 and document oscillations per para. 4.9. Describe
any unusual findings on the data sheets.

This completes the initial or calibration section of the acceptance test.

Performance of the remainder of the acceptance test is more flexible in that the
order of the procedure is somewhat arbitrary and may be determined by factors
such as the availability of test equipment or personnel scheduling, etc.

5.4.1

To begin, stable thruster operation is obtained using the appropriate
start-up procedure and then operation is established at the test point
(Table 5.1) to be documented by increasing (or decreasing) the beam current
in 0.1 A steps as described in para. 4.4.6.4.
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5.4.2 Documentation consists of performing the procedures indicated in
Table 5.2 for the test points of Table 5.1 and several other
combinations of procedures as described below.

5.4.2.1 Complete the procedures as prescribed in Table 5.2.
5.4.2.2 Using the value of V, obtained by determining the
perveance limit, per?orm the minimum emission current

procedure (para.4.7) for set points 1,4,6, and 8.

5.4.2.3 Set un the operating conditions for test point 6 and reduce
the beam voltage, V,, to its value at the perveance limit
or /00 yolts, which8ver is greater. If unstable operation
occurs, increase the values of V, in small increments
untid stability is achieved. No?e the requirements for
stability and perform the efficiency and recycle procedures
per para. 4.6 and 4.8,

The data obtdined in performing the procedures as directed in para. 5.3 and 5.4

is now collected and assembled to form the Acceptance Test vocumentation. The

data format provided with IPD-PR-143 are used to facilitate this procedure. These
—data formats are completed and assembled in the order listed below. - - -

Acceptance Test Documentation (Cover)-.

Acceptance Test Summary '

Acceptance Test Data for Principle Throttling Points
Ion Extraction Assembly Perveance Summary
Neutralizer Keeper Voltage Characteristic
Oscillation Verificaton Summary

Oscilloscope Waveforms (5 pages)

Neutralizer Char:cterization Data (5 pages)

Magnetic Baffle/Discharge Characterization ( 2 pages)
Minimum Emission Current Data (2 pages)

Extraction System Perveance Data

Extraction Assembly Spacing Chart

Vaporizer Propellant Calibrations (2 pages)
Acceptance Test Operating Time Log

Thruster Qperating Data (20 pages)
Start-up Sheets
Test Data
Propellant Flow Data

Beam Probe Data (30 pages)
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Table 5.1 Independent Parameter Specification for Acceptance Test

Test Beam
Point Current
No. Ig
1 2.0
2 2.0
3 2.0
4 1.6
5 1.3
6 1.3
7 1.0
8 .75
9 .75
10 .75

Beam
Voltage

Vg
1100
1100
1100

940
1100

820

700
1100

600

600

Discharge Emission
Voltage Current
Y Ig
32 12
31 12

32 11.4
32 10
32 8.5
. 32 8.5
32 7.0
32 5.75
32 5.75
31 5.75

Magnetic Nfutralizer
Baffle Current Keeper Voltage
Tvs ik
(a) (a)

Table 5.2 Experimental Procedures to be Performed foi gocumenting the Test
' ' ’ Points of Table 5.1\

Test Point
Efficiencies
1 X
2 X
3 X
4 X
5 X
6 X
7 X
8 X
9 X
10 X

Para. 4.6

Para. 4.7 Para. 4.8
Min IE Recycle
X
X
X X
X
X
X X
68

(a) Completed per para. 5.3.1 and 5.3.2.

b

Para. 4.9 Para. 4.10
Oscillations Perveance

X

X X

X X

X
X

X
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HUGHTIS SPECIFICATION NO. 1pp-pr-139

RESEARCH LALORATORIES | PREPARE N Cr A T
MALIBU, CALIFORNIA R. L. Poesct;él ] ) ]
SPECIFICATION TITLE APPROVALS

Thruster Test Facility

1.0 Scope

This specification establishes the facility requirements for testing of
30 cm ion thrusters.

2.0 Applicable Documents

2.1 IPD-PR-141
2.2 Thruster Interface Drawing
3.0 Requirements
3.1 Vacuum Chamber Test Facility
The vacuum chamber test facility required shou'? be a minimum of
1.2 m internal diameter and provide a beim path of at least 3 m. An

example of a suitable vacuum chamber confiquration is shown as Fig. 1.

3.1.1  The minimum pumping requirements for the vacuum chamber are
as follows:

e 0il diffusion pump with LN2 or refrigeration baffle -
30,000 2/s or greater,

e Cryogenic pumping - 7.5 m2 or greater,

3.1.2 The vacuum chamber will be equipped with a water cooled bvam
target as indicated in Fig. 1, The beam target should oe
constructed of a Tow sputtering rate material such as titanium
or stainless steel. A frozen mercury beam target is also
satisfactory.

3.1.3 The vacuum chamber will be equipped with ionization gauges for
monitoring ambient chamber pressure.

3.1.4 The vacuun chanber will be equipped with viewing and access
ports to provide instrumentation as described in 1PD-PR-141.

3.2 Thruster flounting

A mounting for the thruster assembly will be provided as indicated in
Fig. 2.
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4.0

3.3

4.1
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3.2.1

3.2.2
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The thruster mounting will provide accurate alignment of
the thruster axis to the vacuum chamber axis. ?It may be
assumad that the thruster axis is accurately aligned to
the gimbal pad surfaces; see drawing No. 1095023),

The thruster mounting wil® provide coverings to protect the
thruster wiring harness from back-sputtered deposition as
shown.

Propellant Reservoir

The thruster mounting or vacuum facility shall be provided with a
burette type of mercury reservoir as shown in Fig. 3.

3.3.

3.3.2

Procedure

Propellant will be loaded into the larger reservoir under
vacuum as described in paragraph 4.

The mercury head as indicated in Fig. 3 shall not be greater
than 1 m. The mercury head must be positive unless the
reservoir is appropriately pressurized.

Propellant Loading Procedure

The main propellant reservoir for each vaporizer is filled under
vacuum by the following procedure.

4.1.1

4.1.2

4.1.3

4.1.4

4.1.5

4.1.6

Valve number 1 (see Fig. 3) is closed and a mercury fill
fitting configured as shown in Fig. 4 is attached to the top
of the reservoir.

With valve A (Fig. 4) closed, evacuate the main reservoir
burette to a pressure of 1T ¢ torr or less.

Slowly open valve A until mercury begins transferring into the
main reservoir in small droplets.

When reservoir is filled, close valve A and vent the reservo.r
to atmosphere.

Remove the fill fitting and replace the dust cover on the main
reservoir, '

Using valve number 1, fill the calibrated burette to the
desirec level (by gravity flow).
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/ VACUUM ENCLOSURE

- 3Sm MINNMUM ———————-—

COOLED BEAM TARGET —p-

30¢m THRUSTER

CRYO- COOLED SURFACE

FIG. | VAcvum CHnarcer Tesr FAciity ConFIGURATION
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HUGHES SPECIFICATION NO. 1Pp-PR-130
RESEARCH LABORATORIES | FREFaRcD BY PAGE SF |
MALIBU, CALIFORNIA 1 0
SPECIFICATION TITLE APPROVALS OATE | REV
30 cm Thryster Power Processor v
Specification N ol
1.0 SCOPE

2.0

3.0

This specification defines the power supplies, the control algorithms, and the
wiring diagrams that are required for operating a 30 cm ion thruster of the

700, 800, 900 and J series. The resultant assembly of power supplies and

circuitry 1s referred to as a power processor. Although exacting power processor
specifications are not considered vital to thruster testing, the power processor
mst meet several general requirements to insure that future comparisons of any and
all data are meaningful. Identification of the power processor used shall be
entered in the test report.

APPLICABLE DOCUMENTS

2.1 1PD-PR-141. Instrumentation and calibration.
REQUIREMENTS

3.1 Power Supplies

3.1 A list of the power supplies that are required is provided in
Table 1; the power supply designations and ratings are given.

3.1.2 The heater supplies designated as numbers 1 through 6 in Table 1
have no specific reculation requirements and may be either d.c. or
a.c. (at any frequency less than 100 kHz.)

3.1.3 The'vaporizer power supplies designated as numbers 1, 2, and 6
must be programmable. (i.e., it must be possible to control the
output in proportion to an input control voltage).

3.1.3.11 In proportional control, the output of the main
vaporizer supply (No. 1) is controlled in proportion to
the screen current (I").

3.1.3.2 In proportional control, the output of the cathode
vaporizer supply (No. 2) is controlied in proportion to
the discharge supply output voltage (Vg).

3.1.3.3 In proportional control, the output of the neutralizer

vaporizer suppiy (No. 6) is controlled in proportion (o
the neutralizer keeper voltage cutput (V7)

78
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Table 1. Power Supply Description and Ratings

Power

Sugely

Main Vaporizer
Cathode Vapor.
Cath. Tip(Heater)
lsolator Heater
Neutra. Tip(Mcater)
Neutra. Vapor.
Neutra. Keeper
Cathode Keeper
Discharge
Accelerator
Screen

Magnetic Baffle

Supply
Nundber
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Max
gglts

14
10
20
20
20
10
25
15
50
500
1100

Max Power,
Amps Watts _
2 28
2 20
b.b 88
7 160
4.4 88
2 20
2.2 55
1.0 15
.o 700
.060 10
2. 2300
&4 16

i e e
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3.1.4

3.1.5

3.1.6

3.1.7

IPD-PR-140
%age 3 of 10

The keeper supplies, designated as numbers 7 and 8§, are current
regulated, d.c. power supplies with programmable current set
points. Both power supplies should have an open circuit output
voltage boost to provide at least 300 V output voltage for zero
current conditions. The power supply output should be capable

of rising to 50 V to maintain current control in the 50 mA to 1.0 A
range of output current. .

3.1.4.1 The cathode keeper power suprly (No. 8) operates at 1 A
output in typical operation.

3.1.4.2 The neutralizer keeper power supply (No. 7) operates at
1.7 A output in typical operation.

3.1.4.3 Both keeper power supplies should have an in‘uctive
output.

The discharge power supply is a current controlled, current
regulated, d.c. power supply. If known, the regulation and output
specifications should.be recorded for future reference when
performing thruster tests. Impor;ant parameters are:

° OQutput impedance

° RegLlatior ‘ercentage

. Frequency response

The screen and accelerator supplies (No.'s 11 and 10, respectively)
are voltage regulated power supplies. Important parameters to be
recorded are:

° Regulation percentage

] Output capacitance

The magnetic baffle power supply (No. 12) is a current controlled,
current regulated d.c. power supply. Important parameters to be
recorded are:

° Regulation percentage

] Qutsut impedance

° Frequency response
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3.1.8 The power supplies described above must be integrated into a
power processor by the incorporation of control circuitry to
provide overload protection and proportional control of the
vaporizer and heater power supplies. The control approach has
been described in detail in NASA CR 120919 and NASA TMX-71647
and can be succinctly represented by the block diagram shown
as Fig. 1. Mechanization of this approach may vary, however
the essential features are listed in the following paragraphs.

3.1.8.1 Overload protection should be provided such that
overcurrents in either the screenor accel power
supplies will initiate a programmed shutdown of the
high voltage power supplies (10 and 11). This shutdown
will be automatically followed by a programmed "recycle"
to reestablish the operating conditions that existed
prior to the overcurrent. The overcurrent conditions
have been defined in NASA CR 120919 as follows:

o 1 3.0 A for 0.5 sec

10 2
or
° I]]'Z 0.2 A for 1.0 sec
or
° I]. > 0.4 A for 0.1 sec

The overload recycle sequence is as follows:

1. Power supplies 10 and 11 off.

2. Reference currents for power supplies 7 and 9 set to 0
recycle control point. ‘

3. Power supplies 10 and 11 turned on.

4. Reference for power supplies 7 and 9 returned to
the same control point as before the overcurrent.

The recycle control points for power supplies 7 and 9 are
subject to periodic re-definition and may vary because of
the individual power supplies. A nominal set of control
references are 2.5 A for I, and 1.0 A for I,. The time
required in advancing from ' step 1 to 3 in the recycle
sequence should not exceed 600 msec. The time required
in advancing from step 1 to 4 should not exceed 850 msec.
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Fig. 1 Thruster Control System Block™ Niagram.
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4.0 PROCEDURES

3.1.8.2

3.1.8.3
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A closed loop proportional control is required for
each of the vaporizer pnwer supplies (1, 3, and 6).
Figure 2 show. an example of a block diagram for the
circuitry needed to control the main vaporizer. A
control voltage is supplied as the beam current
reference, l,,, into an appropirate scaling circuit

(shown here g8

This signal is then transmitted to a comparator circuit
where it is compared with the output of the beam current
sensor, generating an error voltage, V_, which in turn

is scaled to provide the necessary conErol voltage, VC’

for the voltage programmable vaporizer power supply.
Mechanization of this approach is not critical, however
the control circuit gain and frequency response should not
pemit oscillation or drift when coupled with the thruster
characteristic. As noted in para. 3.1.3., the feedback
control for the cathode vaporizer is the discharge voltage,
and for neutralizer vaporizer, the neutralizer keeper
voltage.

The thruster control system block diagram shown in Fig. 1,
contains a block labeled "Variable Setpoint Throttling
Control"”. In most cases this block will have to be
satisfied in the power processor by using a combination
of pre-formulated, manually-determined references and
automatically determined (electronically) references.

One example of set-point references that should be given
special attention covers a requirement for controlling the
relationship between I, and I, and between I, and Ic.

If practical, an inter?ock tyBe circuitry loéic should be
incorporated such that

I; =0ifIg> 1.0A
1.0 A

1v

15 =0 if I7
These restrictions prevent the cathode heaters from being
damaged by excessive temperatures. If such logic is not
practical, the operator must be especially cautious to
prevent simultaneous oper?*i  of the heater in combination

with high cathode emissic :nts. Heater turn off times
and emission current 1o «'. d be monitored and
recorded in detail when - o i ontrol is required.

4.1 Power Processor Checkout

Periodically, and in particular prior to performing and acceptance test as
prescribed in IPD-PR-133, the power processors used for operating 30 cm
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. ..ers should be connected to resistive load banks and operated to

v the capability of the power processor to supply the currents and

s in accordance with design specifications.

iJ

A check should be made with regard to the adjustment of
reference set-points (control settings) for the following:

° Neutralizer keeper voltage
° Discharge voltage

o Beam current

° Beam voltage

0 Accelerator voltage

) Discharge current

After completing the checkout operation of the power supplies on
resistive loads, all heater supplies (1-6) should be adjusted for
minimum current output. The current set-point for the neutralizer
keeper supply (No. 7) should be adjusted to 2.1 A and for the
cathode keeper power supply (No. 8) to 1.0 A. The discharge power
supply (No. 9) controls should be adjusted for a current output of
6.0 A. The beam and accel power supply controls should be adjusted
to provide 600 V and 300 V respectively. The output of the magnetic
baffle power supply should be set to zero (or for min. current).

towe= Processor/Thruster Coanection

Tre zannection of the power supplies to the thruster is shown schematically

v =-2. 3 for the purpose of identifying current paths and listing current

ce -itions. For performance evaluation, it is considered more appropriate

<0 -easure the quantities required directly using an "in-line" data acquisition
cir-.°t with connections as shown in Fig. 4 and described in more detail in

LU -232141,

L7

After completion of power processor check-out and preliminary thruster
preparation, the power processor is connected to the thruster using
an in-line data acquisition circuit as shown in Fig. 4.
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HUGHES SPECIFICATION NO. ipp-pr-141 i
RESEARCH LASORATORIES [Prorireb oY PAGE. SF, {
MALIBU, CALIFORNIA R.L. Ponschel 1 4 !
SPECIFICATION TITLE APPROVALS DaATE | RV |

Instrumentation and Calibration

1. Scope ¢

IO
S AR ¢

This document specifies the equipment, the wiring diagrams, and procedures that
are necessary to provide the instrumentation for. performance of acceptance tests and

other evaluations of operating characteristics of 30 cm ion thrusters.

Calibration

procedures are also provided to ensure that accuracy of the data obtained is adequate

for a discriminating comparison between test and accepted standards.

2. Applicable Documents

2.1 Facility Specifications

2.1.1 IPD-PR-139 - Thruster Test Facility

2.1.2 IPD-PR-140 - Power Processor

2.1.3 HNASA ..134687

3. Requirements

3.1 Equipment required for thruster tests

>

3.1.1 Power Processor

A power processor or collection of power supplies as described in

1PD-PR-140

3.1.2 In-lLine Data Acquisition Circuit .

An in-line circuit as shown in Figure 1 i: .

«uired to make the

measurements of current and voltage necessy'y for determining

performance characteristics.

3.1.3 Propellant Reservoir as described in paragraph 3.3 of [PD-PR-139.

L)
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3.1.4 Digital Multimeter
A high quality digital multimeter ic =n essential complement to the
in-line data acquisition circuit i.. at all currents and voltages
will be measured with this meter. .he important specifications are:

o

4 digital display
.05% + 1 digital accuracy or better
Operab’e up to 1.1 kV above ground

©c O

>

Keithley Model 178 is an example ¢t a multimeter that has the
required specifications.

3.1.5 Mass Spectrometer Ion Beam Probe
The vacuum facility rust be equip-<d with a mass spectrometer ion
beam probe for evaluating the thrust losses resulting from doubly
charged ions ~.d non-axial ion trajectories. A description of the
probe and tne data acquisition techniques has been given in the
ap.endix of NASA CR134687.

©3.1.6 Oscilloscope and Clamp-On Type Current Probe
An oscilloscope capable of displaying voliage and current waveforms
- at frequencies up to a minimum of -? kHz is required. An inductively
coupled probe or current transfori:2r capable of sensing the discharge
current (therefore insulated for at ieast 1200 V stand-off) is «1<co
required for recording voltage and current waveforms.

3.2 Calibration

3.2.1 Cormercial Instrumentation
All cormercial instruments will be calibrated in accordance with the
manufacturers specifications with tracability to primary standards.
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3.2.2

3.2.3

In-Line Data Acquisition Systems

Current sensing resistors will be measured with a resistance bridge
that has been calibrated against primary standards. If values
differ from those shown in Figure 1 by greater than 0.5%, the
resistor should be replaced.

Mass Spectrometer Ion Beam Probe

Calibration of the mass spectrometer ion beam probe is performed
routinely as part of the data acquisition procedure.
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HUGHES SPECIFICATION NO. 1p0-pr-142

————

MALIBU, CALIFORNIA

k. L. Poeschel 1 « 1
BPECIFICATION TITLE ) APPROVALS OATE | REV
Preliminary Thruster Preparation Y

1.0

2.0

3.0

"2.1  Facility specification IPD-PR-139. . .

SCOPE

This document specifies the procedures and tests to be performed during
installation of a 30 cm thruster on a vacuum-chamber-facility thruster mounting
in preparation for operation. .. )

APPLICABLE DOCUMENTS

2.2 HWiring interface dra;ing 1095023.
4
REQUIREMENTS

3.1 Materials
3.1.1 White gloves. )
3.1.2 Machine screws, 5 each, .250 in x 23 UNF-2B, .74 in long.
3.1.3 MoS, thread luQricant

3.2 Equipment
3.2.1 30 cm thruster
3.2.2 Thruster mounting.
3.2.3 Hand tools.
.2.4 "Megger" insulation tester.
.2.5 Ohmeter for continuity checks.
.2.6 Resistance bridge.

.2.7 Copy of assemblv record resistance measurements.

w W W W W

.2.8 Vertical height gage or measvring fixture.
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IPD-PR-142
Page 2 of 9

4.0 PROCEDURE

4.1 Mechanical Mounting

The first step in preparing the thruster for testing is installation
of the thruster on a vacuum-chamber-facility thruster mounting as
shown in Fig. 1.

4.1.1 Record the thruster serial number

4.1.2 Lubricate the threads of the mounting fasteners (8 ea.,.250 in. x
28 UNF x .75 in. machine screws).

TECH:

4.1.3 HWear white,gloves when handling the thruster and grasp the
thruster case by the -~ .ubal pads, in so fa: as possible. Remove
the thruster from the shippir~ frame and place it on the
mounting brackets as shown in Fig. 1, securing the thruster in place
with 2 screws in each mounting pad (finger tight only).

4.1.4 Using a vertical height gauge and dial indicator or a similar
measurement fixture as illustrated in Fig. 2, the alignment of
the thruster (accelerator grid) is checked. Kecord the distance
as measured in each of the four quadrants below. The top of the
thruster (facing the accelerator) is designated as 12 o‘clock.

12 o'clock

3 o'clock

6 o'clock

9 o'clock

TECH:
DATE:

4.1.5 In order to maintain the angular alignment, the difference
between the 12 o'clock ana 6 o'clock measurements and between
the 3 o'ciock and 9 o’'clock measurements should not exceed
0.200 in (.5 cm). If the differences are greater, looscn the
mounting fasteners and shift the thruster (using shim stock
if necessary) to obtain the tolerance indicated. When this
has been achieved, tighten the fasteners to torque and
re-check the measurement. Install two more fasteners in each
gimbal mounting and the mechanical installation is com leted.
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4.2

4.3

IPD-PR-142
Page § of 9

Propellant Connection

The thruster is equipped with a manifold for the propellant suppiy that
should be found with a blank plate covering the propellant input. The
connections are nade as follows:

4.2.1 Remove the blank plate used for thruster transit. Mask this
plate and store for future use. Retain the fasteaers for
attaching the propellant manifold.

4,2.2 Position the test manifold that is equipped with a propellant
line from each reservoir so that the index markings are aligned
and replace the fasteners. Incorrect alignment will connect the
reservoirs improperly. Certify that the alignment is correct.

4 TECH:

DATE:

Electrical Connections -

The thruster “s fitted with 2 wiring bundles with the wires numbered as
shown on drawing 1095023. The wire bundles must be appropriately routed
and ¢ nected to the terminals provided on the thruster mounting in such a
way as to protect the wires from being coated by back-sputtered beam
target material a.:d acainst abrasion of the insulation.

4.3.1 Identify the wiring numbers in each wire bundle and convect to
the terminals proviaed in such a way that connection of the

power processor can be made as shown in Fig. 3 using the connectors

that are external to the vacuum facility enclosure.
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POWER PAOCESSOR IN-LINE DATA ACOUISITION THRUSTER
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IPD-PR-142
Page 7 of 9

4.3.2 Perform an electrical resistance checkout to complete the
attached data sheet for comparison with the sheet prepared
during the final phase of thruster assembly.

4.3.2.1 The heater and magnetic baffle coil resistuace
measurements (marked A on the data sheet) are to be
measured with a resistance bridge. Resistance
measurements should be made at the terminals on the
exterior side of the vacuum seal. Record the
resistance bridge type and calibration reference.

Resistance bridge

Calibration:

TECH: DATE:

4.3.2.2 The measurements made to check the insulation capabilities
(marked B on the data sheet) are made with a "megger"
type insulation tester. Record the manufacturer and
model number and voltage output of the instrument used.

Manufacturer and Model No.

TECH: DATE:

4,3.2.3 The remaining con...uity or insulation tests are made
with a low voltage (battery operated) type of ohmeter.
(These measurements are designated by a C on the data sheet.)
Record the manufacturer and model number of the instrument
used.

Manufacturer and Model Number

TECH: DATE:

4.3.3 Compare the measurements made with those recorded earlier during final
thruster assembly. Rzconcile any differences and note below.

NOTES:

TECH:
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30_CH TN INRSSILR

-

/N

ASSEMBLY RECORD

Optics Assembly S/N
CIV Assembly S/N
NIV Assembly S/N

S/N

MIV Assembly

fCathode Heater

Main Vaporizer
Cathode Vaporizer

A Neutralizer Vaporizer
Neutralizer Heater
Main Isolator
Cathode Isolator

| Magnetic Baffle

[ HV Return - Outercase
HV Return - Accel
HV Return - Discharge
3 4 HVY Return - Cath. Keeper

Accel - Qutercase
Neut. Kecper - Neut. Common

| Neut. Common - Outer case -

¢ {.All Terminals - Qutercase

Thermocouple #_

" ELECTRICAL RESISTANCE CHECKOUT

Cath-Keeper Spacing
Neut-Keeper Spacing

Terwinals
10-15
7-14
1-14
4-14
3-S5
8-15
13-15
12-15

15-Outercase{l4)

% 15-6 “\
15-9 ’
15-11

6-Outercase
2-5

5-Qutcrcase
1 thru 15-Qutercase

Type tocation

1PD-PR- |42

D DDV DOD

Pe-;o g o q
DATE _
.
"
n
Resistance(Q)
- Res.

Hote 1:

Addit. hotes:

Chccked By:
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4.4

IPD-PR-142
Page 9 of 9

Final Inspection

Perform a visual inspection to ensure that all wiring is appropriately
routed, shields are in place and secured, the vacuum sealing surface is in
good condition, and that the thruster appears ready to install in the
vacuum test facility. Final inspection should be certified by at least two
persons by initially below.

TECH;

TEST ERGINEER:

DATE:
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HUGHES SPECIFICATION NO. 1pp_pr-143

RESEARCH LABORATORIES | PREPARED BY | PAGE )
MALIBU, CALIFORNIA R__L. Poesche] ]t 1
SPECIFICATION TITLE APPROVALS DATE | REV

Data Formats for Thruster Documentation

1. ~SCOPE i

This documgnt contains a set of data formats that are intended to represent the
documentation for thruster cperating characteristics when completed in accordance

with the test procedures described in IPD-PR-138 and the additional instructions
contained here.

2. APPLICABLE DOCUMENTS

2.1 1PD-PR-138
4

2.2 Assembly records for thruster being documented.

2.3 Power processor documents.

3. REQUIREMENTS
3.1 Data Formats

The following data formats are included in this IPD.

Acceptance Test Doé;mentation (15

Acceptance Test Operating Time Log (1)
Acceptance Test Summary (1)

Acceptance Test Data ForiPrincible Throttling Points {1)
Oscillation Ver~ification Summary (1)

Ion Extraction Assembly Perveance Summary (1)
Acceptance Test Operating Time Log (1)
Preliminzry Cathode Conditioning (2)

Thruster Startup Procedure (6)

Acceptance Test Data Format (10)

Propellant Flow Data (5)

Extraction System Perveance Data (1)

Minimum Discharge Current Characterization (2)
Magnetic Baffle/Discharge Characterization (2)
VNK/TNv Characteristics 1)

Neutralizer Characterization Data (5)

101
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4‘

PROCEDURE
4.1

|

Separate the data formats from the IPD and divide into two groups,
Summary sheets and Data formats. Fill in the serial number data
for the thruster to be tested on the summary sheets and set them
aside for use in preparing the Acceptance Test Documentation. The
remainder of the package comprises the data sheets for use in
performing the tests as prescribed by IPD-PR-138.

B
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COMMENTS:

ACCEPTANCE TEST DOCUMENTATION

THRUSTER S/N

ION OPTICS ELECTRODES
4

ION OPTICS MOUNTING
IV-M ASSEMBLY
IV-C ASSEMBLY

]

IV-N ASSEMBLY

TEST PERIOD

S/
S/N
S/N
S/IN

S/&

to
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ACCEPTANCE TEST OPERATING TIME LOG

—‘ﬂﬁ.‘ —_—ﬁ - - =
Start-up Beam on Time
0 Cumulative
ate .
Start |[Beam on| Total | Beam on [ Beam off Beam on Comments
Time of| Time of | Time Time of | Tire of | Hours Time .
~ay Day Hours | Day Day
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ACCEPTANCE TEST SUMMARY
Date Thruster Contract.

Thruster ’ Test Point
Property 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

Igs A
Vg: v
Vp: v
IE' A
Legs A

Vuge ¥ .

Pwt A 4

=]

Ko .
‘

.

v aVrer

— mm e B - 8§ -

VI S i S i R e B

T, o i ‘l ‘ _‘L 13

A h ———

1 Equivalent amperes neutral flow

= 1.8 A, ICK =1.0A

All points have vA = =300, INK

) S
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PRINCIPLE THROTTLINS BCIRTS

Unit

Test Point

Beam Voltage, VB

Beam Current, IB

Accel Voltage, VA

Accel Current, I A

T“’U\'%Eh’ﬁ"g’é’%’l’iage y ‘.’D

" Emission Current, I

- A it S en e e o —

Cath. Keeper Voltéée','fék
~ " Cath. Keeper Current, I,

P

4

Mag. Baffle Voltage, V.H.B

Mag. Baffle Current, IHB

b ~

" "Main Vaporizer Voltage, V,,,

IR S Y

“Main Vaporizer Current, Ty

Cath. Vaporizer Voltage, ch

Cath. Vaporizer Current, I,

Neut. Vaporizer Voltage, vNV

Neut. Vaporizer Current, Tay

" Neut. Keeper Vo‘l't'ag'E;'VE;(

HNeut. Kecper Current, INK

-

“Neut. Coupling Voltage, A

" Heut. Coupling Current, I g

Main Vap. Temp.."'fm
" “Cath. vap. Temp.,'Tc'.;,' T

~ Neut. Vap. Temp., T,

et - mevedntn A s

—— . e cmmnaa -

T

{T}n;}';w TR T MR

Min. Emission Current

~ HMin. Neut. Keege'r -\iolgqgg_

 ——— e e - ——— o C —— =

Min. Mag. Baffle Current

[ I

1)
. . ————



Ve

N S A R
.
.

DATE

POMER PROCESSOR TYPE

OSCILLATION VERIFICATION SUMMARY

THRUSTER

NOTES

OSCILLATION FREQUENCIES

% MODULATION

Ao

COMMENTS

S S, oty om sy
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PRELIMINARY CATHODE CONDITIORING

THRUSTER SERIAL NUMBER

DATE THRUSTER INSTALLED IN VACUUM FACILITY

VACUUM FACILITY DESCRIPTION

POWER PROCESSOR DESCRIPTION

PROCEDURE CONTROLLED BY IPD-PR-138

EVENT TIME | FACILITY THRUSTER CATHODE NEUTRALIZER CATHODE !
PRESSURE HEATER HEATER
0 Veu Th | P | "2 | T L™

1. Turn on heater

current (para.
4.3.3.2; low level)

2. Readjngs after one

hour.

Readings after two

hours

4. Readings after * T

three hours

5. Turn off heaters

6. Turn on heater

current (high

level)

7. Readings after

ene hour

8. Turn off heaters

COMMENTS:

109

T IR s o S NSO T

o mggee Y



e ot e

CONTRACT: THRUSTER: POWER CONDITIONING UNIT:
DATE: TEST: : * CHAMBER :
l‘;::* mlmgl VAP TEWP many | camooe | weur | camwooe | wesur ISOLATOR
. STARTUP PROCEDURE | o [PRESSIo——ee] VAP var vaP HEATER HEATER usnem‘
all bead (SN A R bt ol B o e A B Rl B B A

1. MERSLRE HpTIAL #Soenten § HAPORZIRTEMP.

2 TURN oW 1SOL. POWER o

3 CATH NTR POWER ON o

4 NEUT HTRPOWER ON o

8 MEATER VOLTAGE CNEEX 5 .

& ReOUCE /SOLATOR HTYR Powzr | 18 é

. END oOF “PREMEAT 1SoL Powee OFF| 35S

& YURN ON CATH. ¢ NEur VAPoRizsR | 3§

9. CAYMKEEPER VOLTAGE APPLIED 35

0. NEUT KEEPER VOLTAGE APPLIED 3s

", DISCHARGE VOLTAGE APPLIED i 35 ‘ )

12, CATH IGNTTION 'jfj;_‘:s":‘:v___); )

12 NEUT mmon('f:;_‘:&m' v ._) 3 - :

14, DISCHARGE IGNITION N

W CHECK CATw dNEUr HEATER OFF |43

8. PARAMETERS YO RUN CONDITIONS r

12. EXTRACTION VOLTAGES APPLIED 1

18 BEAM ESTABLISWED, NEUT COUPLED

19, BEAMESTASLISNED AT 2a BEAM

wores: S .
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o s

< mee ot

PR ovri gy mismees

Thruster

ACCEPTANCE TEST CATA FORMAT

Date

Unit or
Calibration
Factor

Data

Test Point

Beam Voltage, Vs

Beam Current, IB

Accel Voltage, V A

~ “Accel Current, Iy

““Discharge Voltage, _"'Jb"" T

T Emisswn Current. IE

Lo eme - e ..

" Cath. Keeper Voltage, Vg,
" Cath. Keeper Current, lCK ’

e cmmema e am— e o ——————

Mag. Baffle Voltage, VMB

Mag Baffie Current, IMB

Main Vaporizer VOltage, V,,
T Mam Vaporuer Current T

w
M

C tmcmmans

A=t

o e ————— e

[~ "Cath. Vaporizer Voltage, Vey ]

" Cath. Vaporizer Current, IC\T

o oo e

- N

Neut. Vaporizer Voltage, iy

Neut. Vaporizer Current, Tw

~Neut. Keeper Voltage, Vy, =

 Reut. Keeper Current, [

“Neut. Coupling Voltage, V

""Neut. Coupling Cirrent, ’I

b - P

Main Vap. Temp., TMV

Cath. Vap. Temp., TC»I
Neut. Vap. Temp., TNV

- —-

~ Vacuum Chamber Press

\ TlmeofDay T
| SO

o

oo o e s vad

P T I L O rap e

2 caccomsmn, o ol o

- e m————d -

— - ———
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PROPELLANT FLOW DATA

DATE: THRUSTER RESERVOIR

CALIBRATION FACTORS:
NEUTRALIZER <
CATHODE
MAIN

k. s o] ~ .
. i r ir Level
Test Time of ‘n\f‘aponzerr Temperélt.umg““._ “feser:yo Levels !
i T
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EXTRACTION SYSTEM PERVEANCE DATA

THRUSTER CHAMBER PRESS

DATE
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MINIMUM DISCHARGE CURRENT CHARACTERIZATION

Procedure Para. 4.7, IPD-PR-138

Page 1 of 2

THRUSTER

- o
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o ot
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MINIMUM DISCHARGE CURRENT CHARACTERIZATION v

(Continued)

Page 2 of 2
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MAGNETIC-BAFFLE/DISCHARGE CHARACTERIZATION

Procedure Para, 4.5, IPD-PR-138
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APPENDIX B
ANALYSIS OF CORRECTION FACTORS FOR BEAM DIVERGENCE AND DOUBLY CHARGED
IONS THAT WERE OBTAINED IN CRARACTERIZATION TESTING OF THRUSTER SN J3

The analysis of correction factors reproduced here was performed by
Mr. R.T. Bechtel cf NASA's Lewis Research Center. Only the symbols have
been changed to coaform to those used in this report.

Summary of Beam Divergence Thrust Loss Reduction Factor, Fp

All values of FT measured for thruster J3 are shown in Tables Bl

throcugh B5 for the throttling points shown in Figure Bl. Initial examina-
tion shows no uniform, monotonic variation of FT with JMB’ JE’ VD, or Vb
at a given beam current. There does however appear to be a consistent

decrease in FT as Vv is increased to 528 V. This variation is not

Accel

unexpected since high vAcc tends to cause over focusing of ioms.

el
If it is assumed that the variation in all data at a given J 1is dua

b
to data error rather tham the variation of JMB’ JE’ b (VAccel

will be discussed separately), then the average value and the standard

VD’ or V

deviation for each beam curremnt can be calculated. This is shown in
Table B6. Note the deviation is less than 1.56 x 10> (\0.16% of
average) and the range of values for a given Jb is typically 0.0022 or
less, The single exception appears to be the 0.75 A Jb’ where the
maximum value of 0.9867 appears to be an anomalous reading. If the
data for V variation is also included the deviations generally

Accel
increase at each J . However, for purposes of a total efficiency calcu-

lation, the averag: values probably are within the accuracy of the
measurement technique. The average values of FT within and without VA
data are plotted in Figure B2.

Table B7 shows the average of all data at all values of Jb. Note
that excluding all or part of the VA data or Jb = 0.5 A data affects
the average only in the 4th decimal place. The standard deviation is
less than 2.34 x 10.'3 and the maximum deviation from the average is less
than 0.0005. Thus it appears that either an average value of 0,985

for any value of Jb (from 2.0 to 0,5 A) or the value taken from the
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Figure Bl. Throttling points for 30 cm J-series thruster.
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FACTOR FOR BEAM DIVERGENCE
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B2. Factor for beam divergence, FT, as a function

of beam current.
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curve of Figure B2 should not significantly affect a total efficiency

calculation,

Summary of Doubly Charged Ion Thrust Loss Reduction Factor, o

Tables Bl through B5 show that a is not a strong function of Vb,

Jy s or V c at a given beam current. The variation caused by

Accel
including the effect of JE is only slightly greater, but the effect of
variation of VD is much more significant. The variation with Vb
appears to be random with no definite trend established by the data

for all J.. The effect of J, 1is extremely small, in the fourth

b MB
decimal place, and appears to be constant over the range of JMB at each
J. « The effect of V is the same as for V. variations. No defi-
b Accel b

nite trend is apparent. At some Jb, a increases with V, , but at other

A!
Jb’ a will decrease.

The effect of increasing J_ is to decrease & (more double ions

E
formed) as shown in Table B8; the magritude of this effect is small,

but the variation is established.
These data are shown in Figure B3. Note that the value of a appears

to level off as JE is increased sufficiently beyond the standard operat-

ing point. The effect of increasing VD is shown in Table B8 and

Figure B3. The decrease in o with increasing VD is large especially

at the higher J As J. is lowered, the effect, although still present,

b* b
is reduced.

A summary curve of all V_ = 32 V data is shown in Figure B4, Tn a

D
first order, this curve is accurate with a standard deviation of less

than 1.8 x 10-'3 (<0.2% of average). This curve does treat the varia-
tion of a with JE as dataerror, which is probably not accurate, but the
variation is small enough that significant errors are not introduced.
The effect of VD is more pronounced and should be evaluated using the
data of Figure B3.
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Summary of Total Thrust Reduction Factor

The total thrust reduction factor is y = FT' Table B9 summarizes
the variation of Yy as a function of JB using the average values of
Tables B3 and B4 and Figures B2 and B4, The effect of VD on the value
of a is not included in this curve. These data are plotted in
Figures B5 for Yy (thrust reduction) and YZ (total efficiency reduction).
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Table Bl.

Effect of v, (JE, Jyg = STD, V = 32v, vAccel = 340 V)
Jb Vb o F‘l‘
2.0 | 1100 | 0.9657 | 0.9860

900 | 0.9692 | 0.9868
1.6 | 1100 | 0.9707 | 0.9868
940 § 0,9747 | 0.9874
695 | 0.9750 | 0.9868
1.3 | 1100 | 0.9785 | 0.9877
820 | 0,9785 | 0,9857
731 | 0,9818 | 0,9861
1.0 | 1100 ] 0.9850 } 0.9843
900 | 0.9841 | 0.9848
700 | 0.9838 | 0.9841
647 | 0.9844 | 0.9845
0.75} 1100 § 0.9909 ] 0.9851
900 | 0.9878 | 0.9830
600 | 0,.9898 | 0.9816
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Table B2.

Effect of Jyo (vb, g = ST; V= 32 V;
I | e a Fr
2.0 | 2.0 | 0.9653 | 0.9875

2.1 | 0.9657 | 0.9860
2.3 | 0.9660 | 0.9881
2.4 | 0.9669 | 0.9882
2.6 | 0.9671 | 0.9876
1.3 | 2.2 | 0.9786 | 0.9865
2.4 | 0.9788 | 0,9865
2,7 | 0.9785 | 0.9857
3.2 | 0.9789 | 0.9860
3.4 | 0.9782 | 0.9862
0.75 | 2.4 | 0.9917 | 0.9823
2.8 | 0.9918 | 0.9820
3.0 | 0.9898 | 0.9816
3.2 | 0.9917 | 0.9815
3.4 | 0.9903 | 0.9822
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Table B3, Effect of VD (Vb, JMB’ JE = §TD; V = 340 V)

Accel

Jb VD a FT

2.0 31 0.9721 | 0.9877
32 0.9657 | 0.9860
34 0.9580 | 0.9876
36 0.9452 | 0.9866
1.3 32 0.9785 | 0.9857
34 0.9718 | 0.9867
36 0.9660 | 0.9867
0.75} 31 0.9893 | 0.9867
32 0.9898 | 0.9816

34 0.9873 | 0.9815

36 0.9815 | 0.9824
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Table B4.

Effect of JE (Vb, J.‘IB = STD, VD =32V,
Jb JE o FT
2,0} 12,0 | 0.9657 | 0.9860

11.75] 0.9675 | 0.9876

11.4 | 0.9689 | 0.9874

11,25} 0.9708 | 0,9878

1.3 9.5 | 0.9757 | 0.9859
9.0 | 0.9779 | 0.9858

8.5 | 0.9785 | 0.9857

8.0 | 0.9827 | 0.9860

0.75} 5.5 | 0.9915 | 0,9826
5.75] 0.9898 | 0.9816

6.25) 0,9892 | 0.9823

6.75]| 0.9876 | 0.9812
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Table B5., Effect of VA (JE’ J.. = STD; VD = 32 V)

Jb vb vAccel @ FT

2.01 1100 340 0.9657 | 0.9860
528 0.9675 | 0,9853
1.311100 340 0.9785 | 0.9877
387 0.9799 | 0.9856
525 0.9790 | 0.9830
820 340 0.9785 { 0,9857
380 0.9780 | 0,9851
518 0.9802 | 0.9831
0.75 1100 339 0.9909 | 0.9851
383 0.9913 | 0.9815
521 0.9889 | 0.9807
600 328 0.9898 | 0.9816
367 0.9938 | 0,9817
0.5] 2100 306 0.9946 | 0.9826
385 0.9952 | 0,9819

521 0.9931 | 0.9806
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Table B6. Summary of FT at Various J

b
arameter(s)
; 3. | eers| Fave s Range
Varied (V Accel 340 V) b T
-4
Sygr Jgo Vo Vo 2,0 | 12) | 0.9874 | 6.377% | 0.9882 - 0.9860
v, 1.6 | (3 | 0.9870 | 3.467% | 0.9874 - 0.9868
-4
Sygr Igo Vo 1.3 | @2) | o0.9863 | 5.527% | 0.9877 - 0.9857
v, 1.0 | &) 0.9844 | 2.99~% | 0.9848 - 0.9841
g g Voo Yy 0.75 | (13) | 0.9826 | 1.5673 | 0.9867 - 0.9812
(0.9825%)
] -4
T Jpr Voo Vo Yy | 2.0 | a3 | 0.9872 | 8.457% | 0.9882 - 0.9853
v, 1.6 | — — —
4 ‘3 -
hegs Zor Vps Vo Yy | 1.2 | @8 | o.98se | 1.2273 | 0.9877 - 0.9830
v, 1e | — — —_
-3
14 3 -
S Jpr pr Vo Vo | 0.75 | (16) | 0.9824 | 1.5 | 0.9867 - 0.9807
0.5 | (3) 0.9817 | 1.1073 | 0.9828 - 0.9806
Accel
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Table B7. Summary of FT at all J

B

P (av0) | s
All Data (55) | 0.9849 | 2.4373
ALL Data Except V, # 340 (44) | 0.9854 | 2.1973
All Data Except Jb = 0.5A (52) 0.9851 2.27-3
0.9851 | 2.2673

All Data Except VA = 528 (50)

NOTE:

{ ) = No. of Data Points

S = Standard Deviation
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Table B8,

Summary of q at Various J

b
r
Parameters Varied Jb a (AVG) S
-3
Vb, JMB’ vAccel ()] 2.0 0.9668 1.3
-3
Vb, JHB’ vAccel’ JE (10) 2.0 0.9675 1.72
-3
Vb, JMB’ VAccel’ JE’ VD (13)1 2.0 0.9654 6.94
v, ) 1.6 | 0.973% | 2.473
~3
vb, JMB’ VAccel (13) 1.3 0.9790 1.03
-3
Vb’ JMB’ vAccel’ JE (16) 1.3 0.9789 1.61
-3
Vb, JMB’ vAccel’ JE’ VD (18)] 1.3 0.9778 3.72
v, (4 1.0 | 0.9843 | 5.1273
-3
vb, JMB’ VAccel (1) 0.75 1 0.9908 1.61
-3
Vb, JMB’ vAccel’ JE (14) 0.75 0.9905 1,71
- -3
Vb, JMB’ vAccel’ JE’ VD (17)] 0.75 1 0.9897 2.75
=3
VAccel 0.5 0.9943 1.08
NOTE: ( ) = No. of Data Points
S = Standard Deviation
Table B9. Summary of All Reduction Factors
2
Jb a FT Y Y
2.0 0.9675 | 0.,9872 0.9551 0.9122
1.6 0.9734 0.9870 | 0.9607 0.9230
1.3 0.9789 0.9858 | 0.9650 | 0.9312
1.0 0,9843 | 0.9844 | 0.9639 | 0.9389
0.751 0.9905 0.,9824 | 0,9731 0.9469
0.5 0.9943 | 0.9817 0.9761 t 0.9528
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